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YEC  rocks  MC  coliseum 
“  ^ 

Athletes  spread  Gospel 


Pen  Pals  needed 


ALEXANDER,  Ark.  (ABP) 
—  Much  has  been  written 
recently  about  ministry  to  vic¬ 
tims,  families,  and  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  wake  of  a  seeming 
epidemic  of  youth  violence. 

Greg  Kirksey,  recently  re¬ 
elected  as  president  or  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  State 
Convention,  faces  the  unusual 
opportunity  and  challenge  of 
reaching  out  to  perpetrators. 

Kirksey,  a  former  pastor, 
began  serving  in  August  as 
director  of  Covenant 
Connections  at  Arkansas' 
Alexander  Youth  Services 
Center,  a  state  juvenile-deten¬ 
tion  center. 

He  describes  Covenant 
Connections  as  a  national  pilot 
project  "between  the  juvenile- 
detention  facility  and  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  of  America  to  bring 
the  community  and  the  correc¬ 
tions  effort  into  partnership." 

Ten  days  after  he  started 
working  at  the  facility,  the  two 
youngsters  convicted  of  killing 
four  fellow  students  and  a 
teacher  earlier  this  year  in 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Alexander. 

Describing  Mitchell  Johnson, 
13,  and  Andrew  Golden,  11,  as 
"two  of  the  most  notorious 
killers  in  the  history  of  this 
state,'.'  Kirksey  said  their 


actions  "have  left  scars  on  wl 
Jonesboro  that  will  last  for  a  sta 
lifetime."  di« 

Detailing  some  of  his  min-  th< 
istry  experiences  during  his 
state-convention  presidential  yo 
address  in 

November, ~ 

Kirksey  said  for¬ 
mer  Department 
of  Youth  Services 
Director  Paul 
Doramus  asked  if 
he  would  consider 
serving  as  "those 
two  Jonesboro 
boys'  pastor." 

"I  choked  with 
emotion,  because 
somehow  I  knew 
in  the  back  of  my 
mind  that  was 
why  I  was  there," 
said  Kirksey,  who  ...  , 

also  is  a  volunteer  Kirksey 

chaplain  in  the  facility's  seri-  sta 
ous-offenders  unit.  th< 

Emphasizing  that  "I  don't  W 
want  to  minimize  the  pain  or 
hurt  in  any  way  that  they  have  rej 
inflicted  upon  that  communi-  he 
ty,"  Kirksey  added,  "I  don't  mi 
look  at  Mitchell  or  Andrew  as 
monsters.  Jesus  was  not  willing  du 
that  any  should  perish." 

In  nis  first  meeting  with  un 
Mitchell  Johnson,  Kirksey  was  N< 
introduced  as  a  Baptist  pastor  so 


Letters  tq4he  editor 


Student  ministry  on  rise  I 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Increases  in  the  number  of  stu-i 
dents  reached  amd  total  contributions  for  student  missions  high-  ‘ 
lighted  the  Southern  Baptist  student  ministry  report  for  1998. 

According  to  the  annual  statistics  compiled  by  National'. 
Student  Ministry  of  Life  Way  Christian  Resources,  276399  col- 1 
lege  students  were  reached  by  Southern  Baptist  student  min¬ 
istry  programs  on  college  campuses  in  1998,  up  almost  10% 
from  last  year's  total  of  248,670.  The  number  of  collegians 
involved  in  these  programs  on  an  ongoing  basis  also  increased 
by  10%,  from  105,490  in  1997  to  121,0)6  in  1998. 

Total  contributions  to  student  missions  —  which  includes 
contributions  to  state  Baptist  Student  Union  missions  funds, 
campus-sponsored  mission  trip  contributions  and  state  student 
ministry  department  budgets  for  student  missions  —  also 
increased,  from  $3,363,393  in  '97  to  $3,912325  in  '98. 

Among  other  increases  included  in  the  '98  report  were: 

♦  preparing  for  church  vocations,  18,625,  up  from  17,808; 

♦  involved  in  Bible  study  groups,  43361,  up  from  41,292; 

♦  campuses  with  evangelistic  projects,  834,  up  from  563; 

♦  African-Americans  involved  in  student  ministry,  11,252, 

H  up  from  9,145; 

♦  churches,  Sunday  Schools,  or  missions  students  helped 

start,  373,  up  from  329. 

Student  conversions  reported  during  '98  totaled  7,293,  down 
slightly  from  the  '97  total  of  7361.  Other  decreases  included 
campuses  with  student  ministry  programs)  991,  down  from 
1,056;  internationals  involved  in  student  ministry,  9,698,  down 
from  10,218;  and  students  involved  in  missions,  28,728,  down 
from  29,901. 


who  had  recently  joined  the 
staff.  He  said  Johnson's  imme¬ 
diate  response  was:  "You  are 
the  answer  to  my  prayer." 

"I  said,  'Mitchell,  what  do 
you  mean  by  that?'  He  said, 
'When  1  came,  I 
asked  if  there  was 
a  preacher  or  a 
chaplain  that  I 
could  talk  to  and 
they  said  we  didn't 
have  one..  So  I 
started  praying 
that  Go3  would 
send  somebody 
that  I  could  talk  to 
about  him  and  you 
are  the  answer  to 
my  prayer.'" 

Reflecting  on 
that  experience, 
Kirksey  asked: 
"Who  is  going  to 
ey  reach  out  to  a  love- 

starved  guy  like  Mitchell  if  not 
the  Christian  community? 
Where  does  he  turn? 

"Where  does  he  go  if  he 
repents?  Is  there  anv  hope  or  is 
he  damned  forever?  Has  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  unpardonable  sin? 

"Do  we  tnrow  him  in  the 
dumpster  for  life,  for  eternity?" 

In  a  recent  president's  col¬ 
umn  in  the  Arkansas  Baptist 
Newsmagazine,  Kirksey  said 
some  people  expressed  concern 
that  he  was  "leaving  the  min¬ 
istry"  when  he  moved  from  the 
pastorate  to  his  current  posi¬ 
tion  at  Alexander. 

"It  is  troubling  because  it 
reflects  a  narrow  perspective  of 
ministry  held  by  a  growing 
number  of  Christians,"  Kirksey 
wrote. 

"If  we  continue  to  confine 
our  Christianity  to  Christian 


radio,  Christian  television, 
Christian  businesses,  and 
Christian  gatherings,  we  will 
eventually  choke  the  Gospel  to 
death." 

Since  beginning  his  work 
with  juvenile  offenders,  "I  have 
never  felt  more  deeply 
immersed  in  ministry,  nor  more 
needed  than  I  am  oh  that  cam- 
py£,"  jie  said. 

"Daily  I  am  with  boys  and 
girls  in  trouble  who  regularly 
ask  me  for  a  Bible  or  some 
other  help  with  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance.  Many  of  them  have  hit 
bottom,  with  nowhere  else  to 
turn  and  no  family  who  cares. 

"They  are  the  'throw-aways' 
in  our  disposable  society." 

Describing  himself  as  "part 
of  God's  salvage  team  sifting 
through  the  broken  pieces  of 
young  lives,"  Kirksey  said  he 
is  pleased  that  God  "has 
strategically  located  me  in  a 
place  far  removed  from  the 
squeaky-clean  atmosphere 
many  associate  with  ministry, 
to  work  with  juveniles  for 
whom  the  Gospel  really  is 
good  news." 

Insisting  that  today's  church 
"is  missing  a  grand  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  proclaim  the  gospel  to  our 
nation,"  Kirksey  told  the  con¬ 
vention  crowd,  "Grace  is  some¬ 
thing  that  is  easy  to  talk  about 
and  sing  about  in  church. 

"It  is  easy  to  study  and 
teach,  but  when  we  personalize 
it  and  we  put  a  face  on  it,  then 
it  becomes  another  matter. 

"We  say,  'Not  in  this 
instance,'  and  we  begin  to 
make  it  a  conditional  thing. 

"When  you  make  grace  con¬ 
ditional,"  ne  warned,  "that  is 
not  New  Testament." 


About  two  dozen  Southern  Baptists  from  around  the  nation  meet  in 
Dallas  to  form  Baptists  Committed,  described  by  participants  as  a  "Cen¬ 
trist"  coalition  within  the  Southern  Baptist  convention.  The  group  hires 
David  Currie  of  Paint  Rock,  Texas  as  full-time  coordinator. 


Birdie  Lee  Hubbard  of  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg,  is  awarded  her  13- 
year  bar  for  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  School.  When  asked  if  Year  13 
was  any  harder  than  the  previous  12  years,  she  replies,  "Only  because  I 
had  to  attend  a  few  Sundays  with  a  broken  arm." 


According  to  an  editorial  in  The  Baptist  Record,  it  costs  the  average 
rural  preacher  $25-$50  a  month  above  what  is  received  for  the  privilege  of 
serving  a  quarter-time  church.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent  should 
call  the  church  to  adequately  support  its  pastor,  the  editorial  states 


Prepared  for  the  new  millennium 


fbr  Christians,  the  next  couple  of  years  the  massive  tem- 
should  be  most  interesting  —  if  not  blor  to  come, 
downright  perplexing.  As  the  secular  Believe  it  or  not, 
world  grapples  for  meaning  in  the  Y2K  (Year  some  people  in 
2000)  period  and  attempts  to  cope  with  the  Mississippi  decid- 
implications  of  the  new  millennium,  we  ed  to  pull  up 
already  know  where  to  go  for  solutions.  stakes  and  move 

Jesus  Christ.  That's  it.  He's  the  answer  permanently  to 
to  all  the  questions,  the  sum  of  all  the  equa-  other  states, 
tions.  Always  has  been,  always  will  be.  Well,  December 

For  folks  who  don't  believe  that,  howev-  1990  came  and 
er,  there's  going  to  be  a  bumpy  24-month  went  without  a 
ride.  Every  soothsayer  and  tea-leaf  reader  major  earthquake 
has  concocted  a  vision  of  what  the  along  the  New 

I  future  holds,  and  there  are  sure  to  Madrid  Fault.  A 
be  plenty  of  people  willing  to  buy  lot  of  people  in 
into  all  those  wild  theories.  Mississippi  and 

This  Y2K  hysteria  is  reminiscent  across  the  middle 
of  the  Great  Earthquake  Scare  of  the  of  the  country  had 
early  1990s,  among  the  many  egg  on  their  faces 
notable  examples  recorded  in  the  —  or  worse, 
annals  of  futurist  quackery.  More  devastat- 

Do  you  remember  that  one?  New  ing  than  the 
Mexico  scientist  Iben  Browning  embarrassment  of 
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impact  on  spiritual  preparedness,  thanks  to 
all  the  Chicken  Little  end-of-the-world  sce¬ 
narios  now  in  wide  circulation. 

Jesus  was  clear  on  this  point:  No  one  but 
the  Father  knows  the  fateful  day  that  the 
world  as  we  know  it  will  end  (Matt.  24:36). 
Therefore,  the  key  is  to  be  prepared  as  \i  every 
day  might  be  the  day  that  Christ  returns. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  accepted  Jesus 
as  our  personal  Lord  and  Savior  (John 
3:16),  we  need  not  worry  about  the  new 
millennium. 
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Summer  in  Mississippi 
means  vegetable  gardens, 
so  this  past  summer  I  planted 
vegetables  and  gathered  advice, 
particularly  about  tomatoes. 
Gathering  advice  led  me  to  a 
friend  and  her  great  gardert. 

I  watched  as  she  pulled 
weeds  and  checked  plants  for 


your  destroyer  was  handed  to 
you  by  someone  else.  Maybe  it 
is  the  conseauence  of  a  wrong 
decision  made  long  ago. 

Whatever  it  is,  it  started  out 
small  just  like  that  camouflaged 
worm,  but  has  grown  and  dam¬ 
aged  the  fruitfulness  of  your 
life.  It  has  been  there  so  long 
that*  it  seems  to  be  part  of  you, 
just  as  that  worm  seemed  to  be 
part  of  the  tomato. 

Good  news!  There  is  a  way 
to  get  rid  of  the  destoyers.  Just 
as  my  friend  tenderly  watches 
her  plants,  God  watches  over 
our  fives. 

He  is  life's  master  gardener. 
He  knows  all  about  branches, 
vines,  and  destroyers.  He 
wants  to  repair  the  destruction, 
and  restore  the  years  eaten 
away. 

We  have  a  choice  —  to  let  the 
destroyers  continue,  or  allow 
God  to  do  spiritual  gardening. 
He  wants  to  produce  nis  fruit  in 
us.  Gal.  5:22-23  tells  of  that  fruit. 

Another  thing  about  gardens 
and  life  —  we  do  reap  what  we 
sow,  but  God  allows  us  to  plant 
new  crops. 

Johnson,  a  registered  nurse, 
also  serves  on  the  Town  of  Glen 
hoard  of  aldermen. 
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Caring  for  our 
spiritual  gardens 

By  Kathy  Latch  Johnson ,  member 
Glendale  Church ,  Glen 
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insects.  She  looked  over  ever)' 
leaf  and  branch. 

My  friend  called  me  over  to 
one  plant  and  asked  me  to  look 
closely.  I  saw  only  the  tomato 
plant.  She  said  to  look  closer.  It 
was  then  that  I  saw  a  small  green 
worm  so  well  camouflaged  that 
it  was  almost  invisible. 

She  immediateJv  destroyed 
the  worm,  then  showed  'me 
why  —  the  damaged  plant. 

Leaves  and  branches  were 
missing  and  its  fruitfulness  was 
gone.  She  explained  how  this 
worm  had  started  small,  but  as 
it  ate  the  plant  it  grew  larger. 
Because  of  illness  she  had 
missed  being  in  the  garden  only 
one  day  and  this  had  happened. 

She  pulled  up  the  whole 
plant  and  destroyed  it. 

Now  as  I  look  at  my  garden 
spot,  I  see  barren  ground.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  gardens 
mimic  life.  As  a  nurse,  I  see  this 
similarity  every  day. 


Both  gardens  and  lives  have 
seasons,  and  no  matter  how  we 
try,  neither  can  be  rushed. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  wait¬ 
ing.  There  is 
birth,  growth, 
pleasure,  hard  u 

work,  and  pro-  c 

d  u  c  t  i  v  i  t  v  . 
Unfortunately, 
there  are  also 
destroyers.  They 
are  not  green 
worms,  but  they 
have  the  same 
effect.  If 

Working  as  a  nurse,  I 
see  spiritual,  mental,  and 
physical  counterparts  to  that 
green  worm  in  my  garden.  I  see 
them  in  myself  as  well  as  in 
others.  These  destroyers  come 


in  the  form  oT  pride,  greed, 
anger,  denial,  fear,  ana  dis¬ 
eases. 

The  Bible  gives  a  list  of 
worms  in  Gal.  5:19-21. 
^  Seems  that 

humans  have  a 
greater  variety 
of  destroyers. 

Think  about 
your  life!  Are 
there  any 

destroyers  eat¬ 
ing  away  at  the 
fruitfulness  of  your 
life?  What  is  your 
destroyer?  Is  it  shame, 
guilt,  fear,  unforgiveness?  Is  it 
a  dark  secret  about  which  only 
you  and  God  know? 

Perhaps  you  feel  you  had  no 
choice  in  the  matter,  because 
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99  evangelism  conference  to  emphasize  witnessing 


-  monies  by  laymen, 

and  we  will  have 
the  writer  of  the 
»  Witness  Without 
j|  *  Fear  materials.  Bill 
Fay,"  Adkins  said. 

"Also,  Bobby 
fllH  Welch,  the  creator 
of  the  FAITH  mate- 
rial,  will  preach 
P  and,  for  the  first 
y  400  who  sign  up  for 
lunch  on  Tuesday, 

■  will  tell  about  how 

EL  1  the  FAITH  nro- 
1  gram  works," 
M  Adkins  said, 
p*  Fay  is  the  author 

Blgl  and  producer  of  the 
F.  y ■  b(>ok  and  video 
series  "Share  Jesus 
without  Fear."  He  is 
^|a  graduate  of 
Welch  Denver  Seminary, 
has  an  internation¬ 
ally  syndicated 
radio  show,  "Let's 
Go,"  and  is  a  chap¬ 
lain  with  the 
Professional  Golfers 
of  America. 

Welch  is  pastor 

rof  First  Cnurch, 
Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.  where  the 
FAITH  program 
effield  originated. 


Adkins  pointed 
out  two  other 
aspects  of  this 
year's  program 
that  offers  practical 
help  for  the  pastor 
or  church  staff 
member  in  moti¬ 
vating  evangelism. 
Forrest  Sheffield, 
pastor  of  Harris¬ 
burg  Church, 
Tupelo,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  revival 
preparation  manu¬ 
al  he  has  prepared, 
and  Jim  NlcNiel  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 
will  demonstrate 
how  to  use  drama 
in  evangelism. 


We  are  going 
to  pinpoint  wit¬ 
nessing  —  how  to 
share  your  faith," 
said  S.  A.  "Sonny" 
Adkins,  Director 
of  Evangelism  for 
the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board 

(MBCB).  Adkins 
was  referring  to 
the  1999  Evangel¬ 
ism  Conference, 
held  January  18  - 
19  at  Crossgates 
Church  in 

Brandon. 

The  conference 
begins  at  1:30 
p.m..  on  Jan.  18 
and  concludes  on 
the  evening  of 
Jan.  9  at  9  p.m.- 

Under  the 
theme  of 

"Celebrate  Jesus 
2000,"  Adkins 
said  this  year's 
program  will  pro¬ 
vide  practical 
insights  into  how 
to  do  evangelism 
in  a  variety  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ways. 

"We  are  going 
to  have  testi- 


—  of  city /county  min- 

istry  for  Mission 
America 

mm  I  Also  on  program 
fSgK  arc  mi;-:  icr.-  John 
If  Wells,  an  c'  .mgelist 

from  Cr\ 

Allen  Harm-  mini-- 

ter  North 

Oxford  Church; 

Graham  Smith, 
Hamilton  Director'of  Church 

Music  Department 

gfor  MBCB;  the 
Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen;  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Orchestra. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Adkins 
at  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the 
MBCB,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Ward  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone  (601) 
968-3800,  or  toll-free  outside  of 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Futral 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


mgr  M  Other  personali-  ^4^ 
ties  on  program 
Reccord  include:  Jim  Futral, 
MBCB  executive,, 

S  director-treasurer;  Bob 
Reccord,  president  of  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board;  P.J.  Scott,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Olive 
Branch;  Bob  Pittman,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Kirby  Woods 
Church,  Memphis;  Thad 
Hamilton,  evangelism 
specialist  for  the  Georgia 
convention;  and  larvis 

P _ it  .  .  .  _  - 
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Christian  vocal  group  with  Mississippi 

_  roots.  In  addition,  worship  was  led  by 

Mike  Harland,  minister  of  music  at 
isissippi  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson, 
illed  to  Lum  indicated  that  3,069  persons  .regis- 
;ers  and  tered  for  the  event,  "but  tnat  does  not 
•8  Youth  include  the  leadership  and  a  .number  of 
rdingto  people  who  came  just  for  the  concert  on 
depart-  Monday  night,"  he  said, 
sissippi  "There  are  three  ways  to  evaluate  an  event 
like  this,"  Lum  said.  '"'First,  the  response  of 
lives,"  the  students.  Second,  the  response  of  the 
ecisions  youth  ministers  and  adult  sponsors.  Third, 
it  —  15  feedback  from  those  who  came  and  led. 
e  call  to  "On  all  three  accounts  this  was  a 
aid.  tremendous  success,"  he  said. 

;es  from  "I  just  talked  to  a  ladv  who  called  to  sav 
Smith,  this  was  the  first  one  (Y£C)  she  had  attend- 
lford  of  ed  and  it  was  just  awesome, 
popular  "The  bottom  line  is,  we  had  kids*  who 

a  came  to  this,  and  we 
know  they  left 
changed  by  •God," 
Lum  said. 

"We  had  young 
people  who  felt  led  to 
make  a  public  com- 
nyitment  to  vouth  min¬ 
istry,  to  preach,  and 
other  full  time  min¬ 
istries.  One  said  he  felt 
called  to  medical  mis¬ 
sions,"  Lum  reported. 

One  student  wrote, 
"1  rededicate  my  life  to 
serve  others  and  not 
let  the  world  trans¬ 
form  me  any  longer." 

Another  student, 
the  quarterback  on 
his  high  school  foot¬ 
ball  team,  wrote,  "I 


After  tallying  the  decisions,  Lum  said 
they  are  sent  to  the  local  church  indicated  on 
the  card  so  that  the  pastor  or  youth  leader 
will  know  how  to  best  minister  to  them. 

"For  instance,"  Lum  said,  "this  card 


CELEBRATING  GOD  — 
Mike  Harland,  minister  of 
music  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
lackson,  asked,  "What  do  you 
say  we  lift  the  roof  of  this  place 
one  more  time  before  we  go?" 
during  the  final  Dec.  29  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  1998  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  at 
Mississippi  College.  (Photo  by 
Carl  M.  White) 


says  'I  want  someone  to  disciple  me.'  This 
is  the  information  a  pastor  or  youth  minis¬ 
ter  needs." 

Next  vear's  YEC  will  follow  a  different 
format  from  previous  years  due  to  the 
change  from  1999  to  the  year  2000,  Lum 
said. 

The  1999  event  will  be  one  day  —  Friday, 
Dec.  31  —  from  10  a.m.  to  midnight. 

For  more  information  about  YEC  or 
other  youth  evangelism  events,  contact 
Lum  at  the  evangelism  department  of  the 
MBCB,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651., 


ball  team 

DO  IT  THIS  WAY  —  Drama  specialists  lennifer  (left)  and  Grant  want  to  walk  a  closer 
Medford  (center),  give  instruction  to  an  unidentified  participant  for  the  walk  with  God  and 
skit,  "What's  My  Line?"  during  the  1998  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  try  to  be  a  leader  in 
at  Mississippi  College.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White)  my  group." 
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QcJ;  I  uAt%t  to  tA%t%  yOA%\  \ACL  .  .  . 

^o/i  t/u*iX%4%£  **%l  \u%t6  Xtc  ^A%tt.  I 

04% 't  itX  yoA*  Acw*%. 

Jl4%t%i^L \  (fi*yl*%g  A  ttlt%A£L 

if%  f^lAyLt) 


to  *aaJU  U  xuJL  aX  U/aI**%a-lZ. 


Miss.  CBF  installs  new  moderator 


lit  tU  Un  <C*dJt’U4%Ct,l  I  V4 

ti/L1  buy.  to. 

tuiU.  Bro*t%ihf,  OcLAy. 

1U  b%$£Lil  tt^*%£  fJjoyX  UUt  coy^i\L*%ct  |«a  **%l  vj  Ilava- 

%*£  *6+1  A  OOMtct  Attetl*/L  toAU+lJ.  U/\tf%L  li%*$  ttotdj.  bt. 

AbXto*%y  StctLi,  Hotcblt 

"1  LomL  t6it  CO+lpMALl  btCAutL  it  it  A  $4LAX  tflvity+b  l*^L- 
\%lt%OL  AbJ.  iX't  jbtt  X6l  belt  *Ay  to  *hLtX  QoJ-. 

Ia^Lci  A  \*yo  ilvc+%£,  QLlyXoy. 

VJCaI  I  bju.  *yott  aLoaA  t6c  CO*J\/tAL4*U  WAt  ttt  *t%i *i%L  AbJ. 
to*  lyLtyeyL  *o\i6iffut  te^cttiA. 
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Itc  t6u%^  I  i%iu.  aIouX  ttc  <04%ljtAL*%CL  W+t  itc  A\A+bA  tlA*b 

AbJ.  t6ti\  h*tttf*ulAllo*%t- o(  X6l  tbttlAfit  t6lo<^6  JtA+yA  It 

*A4  fUAt.  wObJct^ul.  " 

J+tOb  llifXttt,  QidfyotX 


The  Mississippi  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  (MCBF)  announced  recently  the 
election  of  a  new  state  moder¬ 
ator  and  the  success  of  sever-  naM^BEZT- k 

endeavors,  accord- 

mg  to  Bradley  Pope,  coordi-  ’wirrd 

nator  for  MCfiF. 

Susan  Hooks  Meadors 
began  a  year  of  >ervice  as  the  '  mfW 

Moderator  of  MCBF  in  ^K|gP 

October  after  being  elected  at 


Pope  also  reported  a  record  year  in  mission 
support  from  MCBF  churches.  Individuals  from 
70  different  churches  in  Mississippi  contributed 
$3, NX)  to  pay  the  tuition  for  13  Benjara  (Gypsy) 
evangelists  in  India  to  receive  training.  To  fur¬ 
ther  enhance  the  ministry  of  these  evangelists. 
Pope  said,  another  $2,760  was  given  to  purchase 
13  bicycles,  15  cassette  players  and  New 
Testament  tapes,  and  75  New  Testaments.  In 
addition  these  funds  supported  a  medical  team 
for  two  weeks  and  provided  seminary  scholar¬ 
ships  for  two  Indian  students. 

Another  project  that  garnered  $4,480  in  sup¬ 
port  from  Mississippi  churches  was  the  distrib¬ 
ution  of  blankets  by  CBF  missionaries  in  the 
Middle  east  to  Gypsy  people. 

Pope  also  reported  that  when  the  appeal 
came  to  Mississippi  Baptists  to  respond  to  the 
relief  efforts  for  the  Honduran  people  due  to 
Hurricane  Mitch,  a  number  of  MCBF  churches 
and  individuals  around  the  state  responded. 
Many  boxes  of  non-perishable  f(x>d  was  con- 
assisfant  professor  in  the  depart-  tributed,  along  with  ove# $4,000. 

1  philosophy  at  For  more  information  about  MCBF  contact 
Pope  at  (601)  355-7824. 


the  annual  fall  meeting.  Pope 
said.  Meadors  currently 
serves  as  minister  of  youth 
and  education  at  Northside 
Church,  Clinton. 

She  is  a  1981  graduate  of  Baylor  University 
and  a  1988  graduate  of  Southern  Seminary. 
Between  educational  pursuits,  she  also  served 
two  years  as  a  Journeyman  missionary  with  the 
International  Mission  Board. 

Meadors  is  married  to  John  T.  Meadors,  who 
serves  as  an  , 

ment  of  Christian  studies  and 
Mississippi  College.  They  have  three  children 


Meadors 
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Writers  needed  for  love  inside  an  envelope 


March  1995.  In  April  she  wrote  76,000  Christians  returned 
me.  I  cried  when  I  got  that  first  questionnaires  with  hopes  of 
letter.  I  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  being  linked.  So  far  only  6,000 
brought  us  together."  American  Christians  have 

Bess  and  Briggs  are  among  responded, 
thousands  who  have  shared  "We  desperately  need  more 
Christian  love,  concern  and  Americans  to  step  forward," 
prayer  with  fellow  Christians  Wooding  said, 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union  The  tools  of  this  ministry 
through  Bridge  of  Friendship,  involve  but  a  small  investment: 
operated  bv  ASSIST  Ministries  stationery,  ink,  postage  The 
in  Garden  Grove,  Calif.  other  inv  estment:  time.  Briggs 

"This  is  a  simple  program  spends  about  20  minutes  corn- 
giving  Christians  in  the  U  S.  an 
opportunity  for  a  one-on-one 
relationship  with  Christians  in 
a  country  that  we  once  consid¬ 
ered  our  enemy.  We  call  it  lov  e 
tucked  inside  an  envelope," 
said  Dan  Wooding,  founder 
and  direct^  ot  ASSIST 
Ministries,  f 

Information  about  becoming 
a  pen  pal  with  a  new  Christian 
in  Russia  and  neighboring  coun¬ 
tries  can  be  obtained  bv  calling 
ASSIST  Ministries  at  (714)  530- 
6598;  e-mail,  assist@com- 
puserve.com;  Internet  site, 
www.rwcc.com/assist.htm;  or 
writing  to  P.O.  Box  2126,  Garden 
Grove,  CA  92642-2126. 

"In  many  cases  it  can  be  like 
adopting  a  spiritual  child  or 
grandchild  —  you  pour  your 
life  into  the  life  of  a  new 
Christian,"  Wooding  .-.aid. 

The  program  began  more 
than  five  yews  ago  after 
ASSIST  se.it  out  letters  to 
61 0,000  people  from  the  former 
SovCt  Union  who  told  CBN 
mey  had  prayed  the  sinner's 
prayer  during  a  telecast.  From 
that  initial  mailing,  more  than 


Chinn  writing  project  enjoying  success 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP). 


As  educators  John  and  Frances  Carter  conducted  English  work¬ 
shops  for  Chinese  teachers  five  years  ago,  they  got  an  interesting  request:  Could  you  recruit 
American  students  to  correspond  with  mine? 

The  teacher  —  from  the  Anhui  Province  —  believed  it  would  be  a  lively  way  for  Chinese  stu¬ 
dents  to  hone  English  skills. 

Carter,  who  heads  the  International  Book  Project  of  Samford  University  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
agreed  to  give  it  a  try.  The  first  year,  almost  1,000  Chinese  submitted  their  names  and  addresses. 
Since  1993,  the  program  has  burgeoned. 

More  than  9,000  Americans  —  junior  high,  high  school,  and  college  students  on  urban  campus¬ 
es  and  in  rural  communities  around  the  country  —  have  been  matched  with  Chinese  counterparts. 

3o  American  educators  and  leaders  who  sign  on  as  a  sponsor  for  a  group  of  American  pen  pals. 
Carter  sends  guidelines.  "We  work  within  the  framework  of  the  Chinese  government  which  is 
communist  and  we  want  our  corresponders  to  be  aware  of  that,"  he  said. 

Carter  also  wants  Americans  to  be  aware  that  for  the  Chinese,  correspondence  is  costly;  replies 
are  sometimes  slow.  He  estimates  that  paper  and  postage  for  one  letter  equal  the  price  of  a  stu¬ 
dent's  food  for  one  day. 

The  Chinese  view  it  as  an  investment.  "1  doubt,"  one  Chinese  teacher  told  him,  "that  American 
students  have  any  concept  of  the  excitement  their  letters  generate  among  our  students." 

Carter  expanded  the  program  this  year  to  include  students  from  Indonesia.  "I  am  not  surprised 
this  has  caught  on,"  he  reflected. 

"This  is  one  of  the  things  in  my  life  that  I  have  felt  the  Lord  leading." 

For  more  information,  call  John  Carter  at  (205)  822-4106  or  write  him  at  Samford  University, 
P.O.  Box  2305,  Birmingham,  AL  35229. 


TELEPHONE  TERRORISM 


express  gratitude  for  the  fact 
that  he  i>  working  for  the  Lord 
and  for  Mississippi  Baptists. 

An  1  left  I  wondered  to 
myself  how  many  people  might 
feel  the  same  wav  —  only  are 
serious  about  it.  They  are  afraid 
that  the  call  extended  and  the 
opportunity  given  to  serve  the 
Lord  is  little  more  than  a  divine 
telemarketing  scheme  to  con- 
iure  them  into  doing  something 
thev  really  don't  want  to  do. 

While  some  of  these  tele¬ 
phone  terrorists  have  as  their 
goal  serving  their  own  interest, 
it  is  not  so  with  God.  The  Lord 
will  not  ask  you  or  me  to  do 
anvthinjfcexcept  what  ultimate¬ 
ly  is  best  Tor  us. 

When  we  refuse  his  call,  we 
are  in  turn  refusing  to  receive 
the  best.  What  should  we  do? 
I  don't  know  that  you  have  to 
answer  the  phone  every  time 
somebody  calls,  but  when  it's 
the  Lord,  you'd  do  well  to 
pick  up. 

Young  Samuel  heard  the  call 
late  in  the  night  and  he  was  not 
sure  who  it  was  (1  Sam.  3).  He 
thought  it  was  Eli  "No,"  Eli 
said,  "go  back  to  sleep."  It 
came  again,  and  again  Samuel 
thought  Eli  called.  "No,  go 
back  to  bed.  But,  if  you  hear 
the  call  again,  snv  'Speak  Lord, 
for  thy  servant  heareth.'"  He 
did,  and  it  was  the  Lord. 

Has  your  heavenly  phone 
been  ringing?  Answer!  You'll 
be  glad  you  did!  • 


I  am  sure  Alexander  Graham 
Bell  thought  he  was  doing  a 
wonderful  thing  when  he 
developed  a  machine  that 
would  connect  one  person  to 
another  person  so  they  could 
express  their  ideas  to  each  other 
by  voice  and  be  connected, 
though  separated. 

Some  of  us  watched  as  the 
evolution  of  this  machine 
expanded  in  wavs  that  Bell  or 
any  of  us  could  have  ever 
dreamed  possible.  From  wires 
stretched  house  to  house  across 
the  country,  we  now  are  con¬ 
nected  by  satellites  and 
microwave  systems  that  pro¬ 
ject  signals  to  every  corner  of 
the  globe. 

It  is  almost  a  daily  occur¬ 
rence  to  watch  someone  dri¬ 
ving  and  carrying  on  a  conver¬ 
sation  at  the  same  time,  and 
the  person  to  whom  they're 
talking  may  be  in  another  part 
of  the  city  or  another  part  of 
the  world. 

It  is  amazing.  1  guess  for 
most  of  us,  most  of  the  time,  it 
is  good.  On  the  other  hand,  for 
most  of  us,  some  of  the  time,  it 
is  not  so  good. 

How  so?  Well,  most  of  us  have 
bwn  targets  of  telephone  terror¬ 
ism  —  the  fancy  name  in  the 
business  world  is  "telemarket¬ 
ing,”  but  it  is  terrorism. 

You'Ve  experienced  it  as 
folks  break  into  your  house 


Jim  Futral.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


with  the  ring  of  a  telephone, 
ready  to  sell  or  give  you  some¬ 
thing.  There  they  are,  holding 
you  bv  the  ear,  trying  to  ifiake  a 
deal  on  something  vou  may  not 
want,  don't  need,  and  in  fact 
might  be  better  off  without. 

Vou  try  to  be  nice,  but  that 
only  prolongs  your  involve¬ 
ment  You  try  to  tell  them  no, 
but  they  are  trained  and  proba¬ 
bly  have  right  there  before 
them  written  instructions  to 
follow  when  someone  says  no. 

It's  a  pain.  So,  what  do  you 
do?  Obviously  many  people 
have  paid  the  extra  monthly 
charge  to  get  "Caller  ID." 

If  thev  cannot  identify  who 
is  calling,  thev  won't  respond 
to  the  call.  That's  not  good 
either,  for  there  are  people  to 
whom  you  need  to  talk-  and 
probably  to  whom  you  would 
like  to  talk  who  may  be  identi¬ 
fied  only  as  "unknown." 

,  So  this  wonderful  invention 
that  allows  us  to  hear  the 
unique  and  special  sound. of  a 
friend's  or  relative's  voice,  has 


turned  into  a  system  to  which 
we  have  developed  a  resis¬ 
tance.  We  become  desensitized 
to  wanting  to  hear  from  any¬ 
body  and  thereby  miss  some  of 
the  calls  we  need  to  get. 

Apparently  our  anti-tele¬ 
phone  antibodies  have  also 
-learned  to  reject  the  call  from 
God,  as  he  rings  our  number 
and  we  fail  to  answer. 

Just  recently  1  met  a  man 
who  was  commenting  on  my 
new  work  with  Mississippi 
Baptists.  He  asked  it  so-and-so 
was  still  working  for  the 
Convention.  1  said,  "Yes  sir,  he 
sure  is." 

He  said,  "Well,  let  me  tell 
you  something.  If  he  ever  calls 
you  late  at  night,  don't  talk  to 
him."  He  smiled  and  I  asked, 
"Why  is  that?" 

He  said,  "If  he  calls  vou  late 
at  night,  he  is  either  trying  to 
con  you  out  of  something  or 
into  something,"  and  he 
laughed. 

He  went  on  to  express  his 
high  regard  for  the  man  and  to 


Correction 


'On  page  five  of  the  Dec. 
17  issue  in  the  article  entitled, 
"Miss.  Baptist  evangelists 
available  to  serve  churches," 
Steve  Walker  of  Pinola  should 
have  been  listed  as  a  music 
evangelist  rather  than  a 
preaching  evangelist.  His  tele¬ 
phone  number  is  (601)  847- 
4375,  or  chttjch  (601)  847- 
6652.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 
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Mis'sissippians 
receive  SBTS 
degrees 


Mantee  Church  GAs 


Moselle  Memorial  Church,  Jones  Association,  held  ground 
breaking  services  on  Nov.  22.  Planned  additions  include  both  a 
new  sanctuary  and  educational  space  ready  for  worship  by  Oct.  3, 
which  is  the  annual  homecoming  service.  Members  taking  part  in 
the  ceremonial  first  shovel  of  dirt  include,  left  to  right:  )ohn  Jones, 
building  committee;  Linda  Smith,  building  committee;  Pam 
Robinson,  building  committee;  Sherra  Orman,  building  committee; 
Michael  Street,  pastor;  Bobby  Thompson,  chairman  of  building 
committee,  Billy  Ryals,  building  committee;  Jack  Thompson,  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons;  Nancy  Shows,  building  committee;  Max 
Robertson,  contractor;  Kerry  Spalding,  chairman  of  finance  com¬ 
mittee;  and  Jim  Walls,  building  committee. 


agV  aHk.  aBt  Maribeth  Avent, 

»  B '  MMi  "1  I  m  m 

r^E^rv  Caitlirj  Cartv, 

I  3 [p  josie  Clark,  and 

_  ^^t^B  f  HaUey 

^4  d/  Arh*t‘ns 

V'  J  Lawrence,  Danna 

\v . . ■-  Stone.  Shanan 

f  Necimd 

iwft  .  i  row)  Amanda 

.  Wilker. 

Wilker,  and 
H  e  a  t  h  e 

H f ■  Stephens.  Ann 
I?  J§  $  v|  M'll.safjs  is  WML 

i  d  director,  n n 

Stone  Acteen 

Mantee  Church  Acteens  leader;  GA  ,lead- 

ers  are  Joyce 

Mantee  Church,  Mantee,  rec-  Hudspeth,  Jennifer  Winter, 
ognized  its  GAs  and  Acteens  Sandy  Kilpatrick,  Susan  George, 
who  had  completed  a  level  in  Mary  Turner,  and  Cvndy  Cortez. 
World  Ventures  on  StudiAct.  Ken  Hester  is  pastor. 

GAs  (pictured  from  left,  third 

row)  are  Anna  Hinkev,  Amanda  DivorceCare,  a  special  help 
Hinkey,  Courtney  Jackson,  seminar  and  support  group  for 
Sherrie  Gail  Springer,  Marla  people  experiencing  divorce 
Stone,  Katv  Kilpatrick;  (second  and  separation,  will  he  held  at 
row)  Anna  Johnson,  Lindsey  Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport, 
Kilpatrick,  Kayla  Davis,  Amber  beginning  on  Jan.  15  at  6:30 
Hudspeth,  Leigh  Anna  Springer;  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 


Southern  Seminary  (SBTS) 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  awarded 
degrees  to  97  students  in  its 
182nd  commencement  during 
a  Dec.  1 1  ceremony. 

Graduates  with  Mississippi 

connections -  ^ - 

are  Ronald 
e 

McLain,  § 

R  i  c  h  t  o  n  ,  j<*5^ 

doctor  of 
philosophy;  . 
and  Doreen  |B 

■  B 

M  c  C  a  rd  I  e , 

Brandon,  McLain 

master  of 

divinity  in  missions,  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  growth. 


First  Church,  Columbus,  recently  participated  in  the 
Samaritan's  Purse,  Operation  Christmas  Child.  Pictured  are  some 
Crossgates  Church,  Brandon,  of  the  older  GAs,  younger  RAs,  and  Mission  Friends  with  all  310 
will  host  gospel  recording  artist  boxes  collected. 

John  Starnes  as  special  guest  on  - 

Jan.  10.  Starnes  will  be  in  concert 

during  the  9  a.m.,  10:30  a.m.,  and  j  ^  ffMS  0\JJ  r  v 

6  p.m.  services.  For  more  infor-  -  W  fA  ,  f  A  >\  ( 

matron,  call  (601)  825-2562.  !  A  |  .1  V  *L\  V)  0  — 


A  scholarship  fund  at  Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  Clinton 
has  been  established  in  honor  of  Bill  Causey,  retired  former 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  his  wife  Charlotte. 

The  Causeys'  three  children  —  Carlev  Causey,  Carol 
Causey  Turner,  and  Billy  Causey  Jr.  —  announced  the 
scholarship  fund  at  the  Sept.  10  retirement  dinner  in 
Jackson  that  celebrated  their  father's  nine  years  as  MBCB 
executive  director-treasurer.  1998  also  marks  Bill  Causey's 
fiftieth  year  in  Christian  ministry. 

Scholarship  recipients  will  be  selected  from  married  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  committed  their  lives  to  full-time  Christian 
service,  from  recommendations  based  on  need  by  the  MC 
department  of  Christian  studies  in  conjunction  with  the 
school's  office  of  financial  aid. 

For  more  information  on  the  Causey  fund  and  other  MC 
scholarship  funds,  contact  Amy  Wolgamott,  college  informa¬ 
tion  and  individual  research  coordinator,  at  (601)  925-3257. 


GREAT  NATION  INVESTMENT  CORP. 

invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 


PUttuuH  (Wtf  Cotteae 

January  16, 1999 
2:00  -  7:00  pm 
$7.50  each 

(Deadline  to  register  is  Jan.  11) 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  m  most  cases 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  AH  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


jUitfittippi  College 
February  20, 1999 
9:30am-  3:00  p.m. 
$7.50  each 

(Deadline  to  register  is  Feb.  15) 

Please  send  number  of  participants,  check, 
and  college  attending  to: 

WMU,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
or  call  1-800-748-1651  for  more  details. 

*  PlEASE  NOTE  DATE  CHANGES  THAT  WtTtE  HUNTED  INCORRECTLY  ON  PAST  FIVERS. 


X  Missionaries 
X  Rosketboll 
X  Testimonies 
X  Cheerleaders 
X  Music 


5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 


Martin  Northern 


800-468-3007 
PO  Box  1302  501-316-3100 

Benton,  AH  72018-1302  Fax  501-316-3110 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  First 
Mortage  Church  3onds  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Cory. 


The  Baptist  Record- 


January  7, 1999 


Names  in  the  News 


Staff  Changes 


ISRAEL  PASTOR  NEEDED 


pay  for  airfare,  provide  a  fur¬ 
nished  apartment,  provide  for 
transportation  needs,  but  not 
necessarily  a  car,  and  other 
needs  as  agreed  on  between 
the  prospective  pastor  and  the 
congregation. 

Serving  this  congregation 
will  not  only  be  rewarding  but 
will  give  unlimited  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  travel  around  Israel  and 
take  advantage  of  all  the  his¬ 
toric  and  biblical  sites. 

We  are  leaving  this  special 
loving  congregation  with 
mixed  emotions,  but  we  feel 
that  it  is  the  Lord's  will  that  we 
do  so  at  this  time. 

My  wife  and  I  wholeheart¬ 
edly  would  recommend  this 
congregation  to  you. 

For  those  who  have  an  inter¬ 
est,  please  contact  me  by  e-mail 


at  bradley@netvision.net.il,  or  walls,  garland  strung  over  rail- 
byphone  at  011-972-9-958-5245.  ings,  candles  lit  in  windows. 
This  position  needs  to  be  and  advent  candles  kindled  on 
filled  by  Mav  1,  1999,  and  June  the  communion  table. 

1,  1999  at  the  latest.  We  pray  Poinsettias  are  strategically 
that  God  tffill  speak  to  some  placed  at  the  front  as  names  are 
couple  and  they  will  feel  led  to  read  announcing  who  gave 
come  to  this  special  Holy  Land  them  and  in  honor  or  memory 
and  minister  to  this  special  of  whom, 
congregation.  This  moving  and  effective 

Robert  A.  Bradley,  pastor  service  sets  the  spirit  of  Christ's 
Baptist  Village  Congregation  birth  retold.  Each  piece  u^ed  in 
Tel  Aviv,  Israel  decorating  the  sanctuary  is 

explained  in  its  significance  as 
to  why  it  is  used  this  time  of 
UNIQUE  SERVICE  HELD  year  and  its  relation  to  Christ 

and  his  coming. 

Editor:  Our  sanctuary  is  beautiful 

The  first  Sunday  night  of  with  the  tapestrv  of  colors  of 
December,  we  had  a  most  Christmas  encircling  it. 
unique  and  meaningful  wor-  There  is  also  great  meaning 

ship  service  entitled  v'Hanging  to  these  colors  when  detail  is 

of  the  Green."  given  to  them,  and  many  mem- 

In  this  wonderful  service,  bers  have  a  "hands  on" 
the  congregation  participates  in  involvement  because  they 
decorating  the  sanctuary  for  bring  in  each  item  that  goes 
Christmas  and  in  setting  the  into  decorating  the  sanctuary, 
atmosphere  for  an  allusive  sea-  A  service  such  as  this  would 
son  of  celebration.  add  great  enrichment  to  any 

Familiar  parts  of  this  spirit-  congregation.  We  look  forward 
ed  season  garnish  the  service:  to  making  it  an  annual  event, 
carols,  solos,  Scripture  reading.  Hopefully,  it  will  grow  as  we 
and  a  message  centered  around  add  more  to  this  "Hanging  of 
the  birth  of  our  Savior.  the  Green." 

Interwoven  in  all  of  this  is  John  H.  Cockrell,  pastor 
the  actual  "Hanging  of  the  Rawls  Springs  Church 
Green."  Wreaths  are  hung  on  Ffattiesburg 


Editor: 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  a 
pastor  to  serve  an  international 
English-speaking  congregation 
in  Israel  which  is  located  about 
ten  miles  from  Tel  Aviv  on  the 
grounds  of  Baptist  Village. 
Baptist  Village  is  the  conter- 
ence/camp  area  for  Christians 
in  Israel. 

The  congregation  meets  in 
one  of  their  buildings  and  is 
composed  of  people  from  15- 
plus  countries  from  around  the 
world. 

It  is  a  very  sweet  fellowship 
with  everyone  being  respected 
and  lovecf. 

A  retired  couple  or  a  couple 
that  would  have  some  income 
would  be  best.  The  church  will 


First  Church,  Gautier,  has  Southwestern  Seminary.  His 
called  Wylie  Dilmore  as  minis-  previous  place  of  service  was 
ter  of  music  and  senior  adults  First  Church,  Florence, 
effective  Nov.  7.  A  native  of 

Canton,  Dilmore  received  his  First  Church,  Ciystal 
education  at  the  University  of  Springs,  called  Robert  (Robbie) 
Southern  Mississippi  and  Armstrong  as  part-time  minis- 

ter  of  youth  effective  Nov.  1. 
ong,  21,  is  currently  a 
at  Mississippi  College. 


Shady  Grove  Church,  Pontotoc  Association,  ordained  Tony 
Browning  and  Stacey  Horton  as  deacons  on  Nov.  29.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Leonard  D.  Howell,  pastor;  Browning-;  and  Horton. 


Join  Fellow  Ministers  Gathering  for  Koinonia 

Sponsored  By: 

Covenant  Ministerial  Fellowship 


Faith  Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  Greg  Wolfe  as  pastor.  A 
native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Wolfe 
is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  He 
also  studied  at  Southwest 
Baptist  University,  Bolivar, 
Mo.;  Midwestern  Seminary, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  Tel  Aviv 
University. 


Bill  Duncan 

Director  of  Missions 
Golden  Triangle 


Bobby  Douglas 

First  Baptist  Church 
Columbus 


Gayle  Alexander 

First  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo 


Highland  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  has  called  Mark  IJX 
Jones  as  pastor  effective  Nov. 
29.  A  native  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
Jones  is  a  graduate  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  at  Moss  Hill  in 
New  Albany. 


Koinonia  Conference 
January  26 

Host  Church: 

First  Baptist  Church 
Columbus 

9  am.  to  3:00  pm. 


pews  ■  ie|  u. 

•  highest  quality  W  1  m  M  . 

•great  prices  I  (ilfllA 

•  100%  financing  available  I  Ml|||ll 

•  highest  quality  1  Jlffllj 

•  mosl  quiel  chair  available 

•  great  prices  JbL  I  rKlr. 

•  100%  financing  available 

REFINISHING/RE-UPHOLSTERY 

•  America's  most  experienced  pew  finisher 

•  all  fabrics  are  teflon  treated 

CARPET 

•  our  service  includes  removing,  storing 
and  reinstalling  the  existing  pews 

RENOVATION 

•  more  than  350  completed  SBC  church  protects 

•  complete  "design/construct”  service 

1-800-537-4723 

PO  Box  751,  Cameron,  TX  76520 


Bill  Tolar 

Knr  Non  Speaker 

Distinguished  Professor 
Southwestern  Seminary 


one.. .that  the  zvorCd 


6eCieve, 


illsams.com 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form-  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification .  In  s/aecial  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  t Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
w  ords.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


}  Correspondents  should  refrain 
j  from  personal  attacks.  The  opin- 
I  ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
v  iews  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
|  Convention  Board. 

I  No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
j  individual  will  be  printed  during 
j  a  three-month  period. 

I  When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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African-American  pastor  joins  seminary 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Mississippi  center  for  church  planting  is  a  strong  affir-  a  Safer  World,"  published  by  the  Woman' 
College  graduate  Kenneth  B.  Weathersbv  mation  of  the  wide  diversity  of  gifted  lead-  Missionary  Union,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


College  graduate  Kenneth  B.  Weathersbv 
has  been  elected  associate  professor  of 
church  planting  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  and  as  such  becomes  the  first 

__ -  African  American  pastor  the 

I  seminary  has  appointed  to  a 
k  I  full-time  faculty  position. 


- - ersity  of  gifted  lead-  Missionary  Union,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

ership  within  the  SBC  as  God  continues  to  Weathersby  completed  the  bachelor  of 
bring  key  leaders  into  strategic  places  as  arts  degree  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton; 
part  of  a  continent-wide  church-planting  the  master  of  divinity  degree  at  Southern 
movement,"  said  Richard  Harris,  NAMB's  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kv.;  and  the  doctor  of 
vice  president  for  church  planting.  ministry  degree  at  Reformed  Theological 

David  Putman,  NAMB  s  coordinator  for  Seminary,  Jackson,  where  his  dissertation 

the  Nehemiah  Project,  said  Weathersby  is  was  a  study  of  church-planting  strategies 
"one  of  our  absolutely  best  church-plant-  in  inner-city  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the 
ing  leaders  across  the  board  and  as  such  implementation  of  Hope  Centers  in  the 

will  catalyze  our  program  across  North  black  multifamily  housing  community. 

America.  Many  SBC  leaders  see  Weathersby  is  married  to  the  former 

Weathersby's  appointment  at  NOBTS  as  a  Belva  Kennedy  of  Charleston,  S.C.,  who  is 
home  run,  as  a  strategic  piece  in  our  over-  a  credentialed  social  worker.  The 
all  church-planting  strategy."  Weathersbvs  have  two  children. 

Weathersby  currently  is  an  evangelism  "New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
specialist  and  team  leader  for  evangelism  Seminary  is  strategically  located  in  an 
strategies  for  the  Tennessee  Baptist  urban  center  that  will  provide  a  wonder- 
Convention,  where  he  has  worked  since  ful  laboratory  to  test  different  strategies 
1993.  He  also  was  director  of  the  Tennessee  and  model’s  of  church  planting," 
Baptist  Convention's  black  church  exten-  Weathersby  said. 

sion  and  multihousing  office  for  four  years.  "It  is  my  goal  to  equip  church  planters 
Before  moving  to  Tennessee,  to  start  Holy  Spirit-  driven  churches  with  a 
Weathersby  was  a  church  planter  and  pas-  Kingdom  perspective  that  will  influence 
tor  in  Kentucky,  Alabama,  Ohio,  and  most  this  generation  and  unborn  generations, 
recently  Louisiana,  where  he  started  "We  will  work  with  and  through  the 

Douglas  Avenue  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  Baptist  state  conventions  and  associations 
and  was  pastor  1989-93.  of  churches  to  strategically  place  our 

Weathersby  is  the  author  of  two  books:  Nehemiah  church  planters.  The  Lord  is  at 
"How  to  Start  a  Church  in  an  African-  work  in  North  America  and  the  world,  and 
American  Community,"  published  by  the  1  am  glad  to  join  him  in  his  work.  1  am 
North  American  Mission  Board, '  and  thankful  to  Southern  Baptists  for  allowing 
"Develop  a  Heart  to  Help  the  Poor,  Create  me  to  serve  as  their  missionary." 


H.  Weathersby  also  will  be  direc- 

w  tor  of  the  seminary's  Cecil  B. 

Day  Center  for  Church  Planting 
and  direct  the  Nehemiah  Project, 
a  five-year  partnership  agree- 
5  ment  between  the  Southern 

Baptist  Convention's  (SBC) 
North  American  Mission  Board 
\  WIBi  NOBTS  NAMBs 

Neb- 

about  a  viramars  higher 
centage  of  seminary  students 
graduating  to  become  church 
"•s.rjl  planters  across  tire  United 

p,tu„rchv  Weathersbv,  who  will  start 
y  teaching  at  NlOBTS  in  January 
1999  when  the  seminary's  second  semester 
begins,  was  elected  Dec.  8  during  the  semi¬ 
annual  session  of  the  NOBTS  trustee  exec¬ 
utive  committee.  In  his  position  with  the 
Nehemiah  Project,  he  also  will  be  a  fully 
appointed  missionary  with  NAMB. 

"The  appointment  of  Ken  Weathersby  to 
be  both  a  professor  and  director  for  bJew 
Orleans  Seminary's  Nehemiah  Project  and 


NOBTS,  NAMB  initiate  church  planting  project 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Trustee  committees  of  both 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  (SBC) 
North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  in  Alpharetta, 
Ga.,  met  300  miles  apart  Dec.  8 
in  their  respective' cities  yet 
came  to  the  same  conclusion: 
NOBTS  needs  to  be  a  part  of 
NAMB's  new  church-planting 
endeavor  known  as  the 
Nehemiah  Project. 

NAMB's  Nehemiah  Project, 
which  now  includes  a  five-year 
partnership  agreement  with 
NOBTS,  seeks  to  bring  About  a 


eral  church  planting  opportuni¬ 
ties  already  available  to  stu¬ 
dents  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  established  by  the 
SBC  81  years  ago  in  the  most 
urban  setting  of  an«-  of  the  six 
SBC  seminaries. 

Trustees  last  year  approved 
two  new  master  of  divinity 
degrees  with  specializations  in 
church  planting,  one  in  part¬ 
nership  with  the  SBC's 
International  Mission  Board 
and  the  other  with  NAMB. 
Each  degree'  program  includes 
a  funded  two-year  internship 
on  the  field. 

In  1987,  New  Orleans 
Seminary  became  the  first  SBC 
seminary  to  establish  an 
endowed  professorial  position 
in  church  planting,  named  in 
honor  of  Cecil  B.  Day. 

Day,  the  founder  of  the 
national  Days  Inn  motel  chain, 
had  a  passion  for  church  plant¬ 
ing,  especially  in  the  northeast¬ 
ern  United  States. 

For  nearly  20  years,  many 
NOBTS  students  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  NAMB's  Praxis  pro¬ 


gram,  a  10-week  summer 
internship  to  start  churches  in 
unchurched  areas. 

Through  the  Nehemiah 
Project,  NAMB  will  provide 
resources  for  each  seminary  to 
hire  a  professor  of  church 
planting  who  also  will  be 
director  of  each  seminary's 
church-planting  center.  At 
each  church-planting  center, 
students  will  be  prepared 
through  education,  hands-on 
training  and  mentoring  to  start 
healthy  churches  among 
North  America's  unchurched 
people. 

At  NOBTS,  because  of  the 
already  established  church- 
planting  endowment  fund, 
the  center  will  be  called  the 
Cecil  B.  Day  Center  for 
Church  Planting. 


These  church-planting  direc¬ 
tors,  who  all  also  will  be  fully 
appointed  NAMB  missionar¬ 
ies,  will  teach  church-planting 
principles  and  will  partner 
with  tne  seminaries  "to  discov¬ 
er  students  with  a  calling,  a 
giftedness,  an  ability  and  a 
temperament  necessary  for 
church  planting,"  said  Steve 
Lemke,  NOBTS  provost. 

NAMB  also  will  provide 
stipends  to  assist  students  dic¬ 
ing  church  planting  interns’-,  u 
under  the  project. 

The  name  NehemD1'  Woject 
reflects  the  mission  an  Old 
Testament  prophol  called  by 
God  to  lead  his  people  back  to 
Jerusalem  ah.  at  443  B.C.  to 
rebuild  the  c.ty  walls  destroyed 
by  cnpte  and  to  reform  the 
naltr.  3  spiritual  life. 


J.A.  Brewer,  84, 
dies  in  Laurel 


lames  Artis  Brewer,  84,  of 
Laurel,  died  Dec.  10.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  First 
Churc  h  of  Sharon  with  burial 
Sharon  cemetery  on  Dec  .  13. 

Brewer  was  a  retired  minis¬ 
ter,  serving  churches  in 
Mississippi  and  Texas  for  48 
years.  He  served  as  director  of 
missions  in  Jasper  County  and 
was  director  of  group  missions 
at  Clarke  College  in  Newton. 

Brewer  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Cleo  Adams  Brewer  of 
Laurel;  son,  lohnny  Brewer  of 
Laurel;  daughter,  Barbara 
Olson  of  Virginia  Beach,  Va.; 
tour  grandchildren,  David  and 
Holly  Edwards,  and  lohnny  )r., 
and  Brad  Brewer;  and  two 
great-grandchildren,  Jessica 
and  Etban  Brewer. 
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PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  Minister  oi  Education  with  substantial 
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PIANIST:  Send  resume  to  Faerie 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  4124  Kreole 
Ave..  Moss  Point,  MS  39563  or  call 
228-475-1306. 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

SiNcr  1953 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 
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Charleston  Southern  University 

%J 

9  — PRESENTS - 


Week  1 

June  21-25 


Week  3 

July  5-9 


3  Great  Weeks 

S205  if  registered  by  April  1 
S225  after  April  1 

"I’ronuiting  \(  (hlnnu  l.xeellcw 


•  registration  informatior 
Call  1-800401-7675 

www.csuniv.edu 


Abortion  figures,  facilities  decline  in  '90s 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
number  of  abortions  and  abor¬ 
tion-providing  facilities  in  the 
United  States  has  decreased 
markedly  in  the  1990s,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  by  a  research 
organization  identified  with 
the  abortion  industry. 

Not  only  has  a  decline  in 
both  categories  been  recorded 
in  recent  years,  but  the  number 
of  abortions  is  at  its  lowest  in  20  of 
years  and  the  number  of  abor¬ 
tion  facilities  has  decreased  by 
nearly  one-third  from  its  high¬ 
est  point  in  the  early  1980s,  The 
Alan  Guttmacher  Institute 
(AGI)  announced  Dec.  11. 

The  number  of  abortions  in 
the  country  fell  11%  from  1992, 
the  last  year  for  which  AGI  had 
performed  research  on  abortion 
providers,  to  1996.  The  1.37  mil-  ber  of  facilities 
lion  abortions  for  1996  were  a  tions.  From  19i 
slight  increase  from  the  1.36  mil¬ 
lion  of  1995  but  a  large  decline 
from  the  1.61  million  reported  in 
1990,  according  to  AGI.  The 
1990  total  was  tne  highest  since 


abortion  was  legalized  by  the  The  decline  in  facilities  pro- 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  1973,  viding  abortions  has  impacted 
according  to  AGI.  some  states  more  than  others. 

The  1995-96  figures  were  the  Among  states  that  showed  at 
lowest  since  1977,  when  there  least  a  50%  decline  from  1982  to 
were  about  1.32  million  abor-  1996  in  the  number  of  abortion 
tions,  AGI  reported.  The  abor-  providers  were:  Alabama,  from 
tion  rate,  which  is  the  number  45  to  14;  Arkansas,  13  to  6; 
of  abortions  per  1,000  women  Georgia,  82  to  41;  Iowa,  25  to  8; 
age  15  to  44,  and  the  abortion  Kansas,  23  to  10;  Maine,  39  to 
ratio,  which  is  the  percentage  16;  Mississi 
of  pregnancies  that  end  in  abor-  Missouri,  29  ’  to  10; 
tion,  also  were  lower  than  they  Mexico,  26  to  13;  Tennessee,  47 
have  been  in  two  decades,  to  20;  Texas,  128  to  64;  West 
according  to  AGI.  The  abortion  Virginia,  10 

22.9  and  the  Wisconsin,  29  to  11. 
ighest  annual  The  study  showed  California 
to  AGI,  were  had  the  largest  number  of  abor- 
»oth  1980  and  tion  providers  in  1996  with  492. 
f  30.4  in  1983.  North  Dakota  and  South 
showed  a  14%  Dakota  had  the  fewest 
2  in  the  num-  providers,  with  one  each, 
forming  abor-  The  largest  decline  in 
to  1992  there  providers  has  been  among  hos- 
was  only  an  8%  decline  in  such  pitals  and  physicians'  offices 
facilities.  The  peak  year  for  abor-  rather  than  abortion  clinics, 
tion-providing  facilities  was  AGI  reported.  Such  clinics  per- 
1982,  when  there  were  2,908.  In  form  9l%  of  abortions,  howev- 
1996,  that  total  had  fallen  to  2,042.  er,  according  to  AGI. 


women  and  their  unborn  chil¬ 
dren  from  abortion." 

While  Alvare  and 

Echevarria  attributed  the 

declining  abortion  figures  to 
the  work  of  pro-life  and  pro¬ 
abstinence  advocates,  as  well 
as  changes  in  attitudes  among 
young  people  about  sex  and 
abortion,  AGI  pointed  to  other 
13  to  6;  factors.  Increasing  numbers  of 
New  women  are  in  older  age  groups 
and  teenagers  are  having  fewer 
unintended  pregnancies,  some 
to  4;  and  because  of  improved  use  of 
contraceptives,  said  Stanley 
Henshaw,  AGI's  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  research,  in  a  written 
statement. 

"Other  factors,  such  as  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  abortion, 
decreasing  access  to  abortion 
services  and  anti-abortion  vio¬ 
lence  —  and  the  degree  to 
which  these  factors  have  had 
an  impact  —  are  more  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  deter¬ 
mine,"  Henshaw  said. 

Polls  earlier  this  year 
showed  a  decline  in  the  pub¬ 
lic's  support  for  abortion 
rights.  In  January,  a  Gallup  poll 
showed  23%  of  Americans  sup¬ 
port  legal  abortion  in  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  an  8%  drop  from 
September  1995.  From  1975  to 
1995,  Gallup  surveys  showed 
an  increase'in  support  for  abor¬ 
tion  in  all  circumstances. 

A  New  York  limes/  CBS 
News  poll  also  conducted  in 
January  revealed  a  decline  in 
support  tor  abortion  under 
certain  circumstances.  The  sur- 
ve\  showed  only  23”,,  of 
respondents  said  a  woman 
should  be  able  to  have  an  abor- 
ibortions,"  she  tion  if  her  pregnancy  would 
re  than  ever,  interrupt  her  career.  In  a 
alternatives  to  Times/CBS  poll  in  1989,  37”,, 
natives  to  the  said  ves  to  such  a  scenario, 
x  should  step  AC,  I  estimated  4,200  abor- 
w  confidence.  tion>  were  performed  in  199b 
ojisten."  using  a  combination  of  drugs. 

Echevarria,  It  estimated  4,300  such  abor- 
the  National  tions  were  done  in  the  first  half 
mmittee,  said  of  1997.  it  was  the  first  time 
se,  'While  we  AGI  had  asked  non-hospital 
a  drop  in  the  facilities  about  abortion  drugs 
>ns,  it  remains  in  a  survey.  The  abortion  drug 
1.37  million  RU  486,  also  known  as  the 
died  in  1996  French  abortion  pill,  is  pending 
ave  died  since  approval  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
fe  movement  Administration.  It  was  used 
will  continue  its  educational  experimentally  in  some  of  the 
and  legislative  efforts  to  protect  abortions  reported  to  AGI. 


You  Can  Rkspond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  vv  ith  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  B\  faith.  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(f  receive  Christ  at  mySyy.(or 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  < John  1:12). 

It  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


12th  Annual  Youth  Conference 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance. 

♦ 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

You  Pay:  $10.00  for  Generic 

$20.00  for  Name  Brand 
Drug  Plan  pays  the  rest  up  to  a  maximum 
benefit  of  $f>,000  per  family  per  year. 

Honored  at  Walmart,  Freds,  Super  D 
and  many  more! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 


E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PQ  Box  51 27,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 


Jamjar',  7, 1999- 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Sl\d\'>  Sciiooi  Lessons 


December  20,  1998 


Life  and  Work 

Rejecting  pornography 

job  31:1-4;  Ps.  101:3-4;  2  Cor.  10:4-5; 
1  Thess.  4:2-5,  7 


By  Hugh  Plunkett 


Americans  are  confronted 
almost  daily  with  pornography 
in  newsstands,  on  television,  in 
movies,  on  the  Internet,  and  in 
sexually  oriented  businesses. 
Pornography  can  be  defined  as 
any  portrayal  of  the  human  body 
or  human  behavior  that  cheap¬ 
ens  human  sexuality,  condones 
or  encourages  sexual  immorality, 
and/or  degrades  the  God-given 
value  of  men,  women,  ana  chil¬ 
dren  by  identifying  them  as 
sources  of  sexual  gratification. 

Pornography  is  an  addictive 
behavior.  As  with  other  addic¬ 
tions,  people  will  not  overcome 
a  sexual  addiction  by  merely 
being  told  that  they  should  not 
participate  in  it  or  t>eing  warned 


of  its  consequences. 

Many  will  need  pro-  Plunkett 
fessional  help.  If 
pornography  is  so  repugnant,  g 
why  is  it  spreading  throughout  a 
our  society  like  wildfire?  One  tl 
reason  is  that  it  feeds  off  the  nat¬ 
ural  sexual  desires  and  the  3 
appreciation  for  beauty  that  God  h 
has  given  us  all.  It  is  important  v 
to  realize  that  pornography  is  ti 
directed  toward  all.  Sexual  per-  a 
version  knows  no  age  or  gender  t< 
gap.  God  expects  Christians  to  o 
live  holy  lives.  How  are  we  as  t< 
Christians  to  avoid  being  snared  li 
into  pornography's  trap?  tl 

Determine  not  to  be  o 
involved  (Ps.  101:3-4).  The  d 
psalmist  determined  to  keep  his  ii 
eyes  from  viewing  vile  things  (v.  tl 
3)  and  to  avoid  participating  in 


any  evil  thing  (v.  4).  We  as 
humans  have  a  will  and  a 
determination.  The  Lord 
has  promised  to  provide 
an  escape  from  any  temp¬ 
tation  we  face.  David 
would  have  been  much 
better  off  if  he  had  turned 
his  head  when  he  caught  a 
glimpse  of  Bathsheba  (2 
Sam.  11:1-4).  The  glimpse 
was  innocent;  the  lingering 
gaze  was  not.  Believers  need  to 
avoid  places,  people,  and  things 
that  provide  temptations  to  sin. 

Discipline  your  eyes  (Job 
31:1-4).  Job  had  determined  that 
he  would  not  look  lustfully  at  a 
woman,  knowing  that  no  atti¬ 
tude  or  thought  escapes  God's 
attention.  Pornography  appeals 
to  the  gate  that  is  the  eye.  The 
old  admonition  of  "look,  but  not 
touch,"  falls  short  here  because 
lust  happens  in  the  heart,  not  in 
the  hands.  Even  so,  there  are 
other  ways  pornography  is 
designed  to  appeal  to  people, 
including  aural  stimulation 
through  phone  sex  lines. 

Guard  your  thoughts  (2 


Cor.  10:4-3).  In  defending  him¬ 
self  and  his  ministry  (vu  1-3), 
Paul  explained  that  he  lived  by 
the  principle  that  believers  are 
to  allow  God  to  direct  and  con¬ 
trol  their  thoughts.  Many  will 
say  that  just  because  you  think 
about  something  doesn't  make 
a  difference  in  your  actions  or 
their  consequences.  Ask  any 
death  row  inmate  which  car¬ 
ries  the  greater  punishment  — 
killing  a  person  in  an  act  of 
passion,  or  premeditated  mur¬ 
der?  The  difference  is  life  and 
death.  We  should  daily  work 
to  bring  our  thought  life  into 
captivity  to  Christ. 

Practice  self-control  (1  Thess. 
4:3-5, 7).  Those  who  practice  sex¬ 
ual  immorality'  are  out  of  God's 
will  for  their  lives.  God  desires 
that  we  should  be  holy  and  hon¬ 
orable,  not  morally  compro¬ 
mised.  It  is  important  to  note  that 
the  Greek  word  fornication  is  the 
root  word  for  pornography.  The 
word  uncleanness  (v.  7),  implies 
that  sexual  impurity  degrades 
not  just  the  individual  but  brings 
reproach  on  the  whole  commu¬ 


nity.  The  truth  of  this  can  be 
found  on  the  front  pages  of  any 
American  newspaper.  When  our 
national  leaders  succumb  to  sex¬ 
ual  impurity,  America  is  shamed 
in  the  process.  Ronald  Reagan 
said  it  best  when  he  said, 
"America  is  great  because  she  is 
good.  If  America  ceases  to  be 
good,  she  will  cease  to  be  great." 
Self-control  is  more  than  just  a 
desired  attribute.  It  is  an  irre¬ 
placeable  trait  for  anyone  who 
desires  to  be  all  that  God  would 
have  him  or  her  to  be. 

The  Bible  is  the  single  great¬ 
est  source  of  encouragement 
and  instruction  known  to  man. 
It  is  as  current  as  today's  head¬ 
lines  and  it  speaks  truth  to  all 
who  would  hear.  This  is  in 
direct  contrast  to  the  lies,  false 
hopes,  and  expectations  ren¬ 
dered  by  pornography.  Our 
Heavenly  Father  gave  us  a 
wonderful  gift  when  he  made 
us  sexual  beings.  Pornography 
cheapens  and  degrades  this  gift 
and  it  is  wrong. 

Plunkett  is  minister  of  music 
and  adults  at  Clarksdale  Church. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Who  cares?  —  Resistance 


Mark  6:1-7;  23 


Dee  McDermitt 


Up  to  this  point,  Mark  records 
a  spiritual  "high."  Jesus  performs 
miracles,  teaches  crowds  who 
flock  to  him  wherever  he  goes, 
and  shows  his  power  over  the 
natural  and  the  supernatural. 
Now  we  see  a  spiritual  "low"  as 
Jesus  encounters  unbelief,  hard¬ 
ness  of  heart,  and  substitution  of 
tradition  for  God. 

Resistance  by  unbelief  (6:1- 
6a).  Jesus  and  the  disciples  had 
gone  back  to  his  hometown  of 
Nazareth.  On  the  Sabbath  he 
entered  the  synagogue  and 
began  fh  teach.  The  synagogue 
was  a  place  where  manv  people 
met,  so  Jesus  had  a  large  audi¬ 
ence.  When  they  heard  him,  they 


could  not  deny  the  wis¬ 
dom  in  what  he  said, 
but  they  were  more  ~ 
concerned  with  where  it  McDermitt 

came  from  than  why.  They  had  (6:5 
known  Jesus  from  childhood  and  abs< 
reasoned  that  he  was  the  carpen-  nes: 
ter  and  Mary's  son.  He  was  too  nev 
ordinary,  too  ’blue  collar."  They  guiJ 
expected  some  learned  and  well-  sag< 
spoken  leader  who  would  free  foui 
them  from  the  bondage  of  the  and 
Romans.  If  they  had  known  their  isht 
scriptures,  they  would  have  mir 
remembered  that  God  uses  ordi-  thoi 
narv  people,  like  David  and  told 
Gideon.  Verse  three  savs  they  the 
took  offense  at  him  which  means  He 
"stumbling  block."  He  could  not  Mai 
do  many  miracles  nor  did  o'cl< 
crowds  gather  to  hear  his  power-  the 


ful  teaching.  The  atmos¬ 
phere  was  one  of  such 
skepticism  and  unbelief 
that  Jesus  was  amazed. 
This  would  cause  him  to 
wistfully  quote  a  Jewish 
proverb  which  speaks  of  a 
prophet  being  without 
honor  only  in  his  own 
hometown. 

Resistance  by  hardness 
(6:51-52).  Hardness  of  heart  is  an 
absence  of  spiritual  perceptive¬ 
ness  and  a  lack  of  openness  to 
new  learning.  We  have  all  been 
guilty  of  this  at  times.  In  this  pas¬ 
sage,"  Mark  savs  that  this  was 
found  even  in  the  disciples.  Jesus 
and  the  disciples  had  just  fin¬ 
ished  a  day  of  ministry  with  the 
miracle  of  the  feeding  of  the  five 
thousand.  It  was  late  but  Jesus 
told  the  disciples  to  go  on  across 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  to  Bethsaida. 
He  went  into  the  hills  to  pray. 
Mark  says  that  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  Jesus  saw 
the  disciples  in  the  middle  of  the 
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Keep  possessions  in  perspective 

Luke  12:13-21 

By  Carl  M.  White  15).  The  proper  perspe 


In  the  Gospels,  twelve  times 
Jesus  gives  his  disciples  a  warn¬ 
ing.  He  warns  them  about  how  to 
practice  righteousness  before 
others.  He  warns  them  about 
false  prophets  and  those  who 
would  cause  others  to  stumble. 
He  warns  them  about  the  kind  of 
men  who  would  take  them  to 
court.  Ten  times  he  warns  them 
about  the  Scribes,  Pharisees,  or 
Sadducess.  Finally,  he  specifically 
warns  his  disciples  about  greed. 

Now  as  then,  the  Lord  Jesus 
speaks  to  us  and  gives  us  grave 
warnings.  Be  on  your  guard 
against  every  form  of  greed. 
For  the  believer,  there  is  a  prop¬ 
er  perspective  for  possessions. 

Possessions  overvalued  (13- 


White 


lake  straining  at  the  oars  because 
a  storm  had  arisen  and  the  wind 
was  against  them.  They  were 
once  again  fighting  the  wind  and 
tine  water  —  and  the  battle  of 
faith  —  even  though  they  had 
embarked  on  the  journey  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  Jesus'  command.  Jesus 
went  to  them  walking  on  the 
water.  They  thought  ne  was  a 
ghost  and  were  terrified.  They 
cried  out  and  he  got  into  the  boat 
with  them,  identified  himself  and 
told  them  not  to  fear. 
(Throughout  the  book  of  Mark, 
the  opposite  of  faith  is^fear.)  As 
before,  his  presence  brought 
peace  and  calm  and,  as  before, 
they  were  amazed.  Their  fear  and 
amazement  points  back  to  their 
failure  to  learn  past  lessons.  In 
the  pressure  of  the  moment,  they 
couldn't  remember  the  last  mira¬ 
cle  (which,  by  the  way,  was  still  in 
their  teeth  since  they  had  eaten, 
too)  and  could  not  apply  that  les¬ 
son  about  who  Jesus  really  was  to 
the  present  problem. 


Resistance  by  substitution 
(7:5-8).  Another  troubling  attitude 
that  Jesus  found  present  was  seen 
in  the  Pharisees.  This  religious 
sect  of  Judaism  was  concerned 
with  the  proper  keeping  of  both 
the  written  (or  the  Mosaic  law) 
and  the  oral  laws  (a  body  of 
explanatory  traditions  written 
around  the  Mosaic  law.)  Notice 
that  they  don't  attack  Jesus  direct¬ 
ly  but  through  his  disciples  (verse 
5),  and  not  on  a  point  of  faith  but 
on  a  point  of  ritual  from  the  "tra¬ 
dition  of  the  elders."  Jesus  calls 
them  hypocrites  which  means 
"someone  who  pretends  to  be 
other  than  they  are."  They  put  on 
a  show  of  reverence,  but  their 
own  words  condemned  them 
and  revealed  shallow,  religious 
attitudes.  They  had  substituted 
their  own  traditions  for  the 


authority  of  the  Scriptures  upon 
which  they  claimed  to  honor. 

McDermitt  is  a  member  of 
Rawls  Springs  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


Overvaluing  possessions  is  a 
form  of  idolatry,  and  God  is  very 
clear  about  his  feelings  toward 
idolatry.  He  is  jealous  of  our  affec¬ 
tion.  He  will  not  tolerate  idolatry. 

Consequences  illustrated 
(16-21).  Next,  Jesus  illustrates  the 
consequences  of  misvaluing  pos¬ 
sessions.  The  parable  of  the 
unwise  rich  man  warns  us  to 
place  all  possessions  under  the 
spotlight  of  eternal  life. 

When  the  time  comes  for  you 
to  face  almighty  God,  of  what 
value  arc  possessions?  Big  bams 
filled  witn  food  were  useless 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  God. 
However,  big  bams  filled  with 
food,  used  to  feed  the  hungry,  to 
provide  meaningful  employment 
for  people, -and  to  provtde  a  tithe 
ana  gifts  to  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom,  are  of  eternal  value. 

A  couple  came  into  a  sub¬ 
stantial  inheritance.  Instead  of 
bringing  them  together,  it  was 
tearing  them  apart.  They  veent 
to  see  a  minister  who  advised 
them  to  give  it  all  away  before 


it  ruined  their  marriage. 

The  couple  went  away  sad. 
Several  days  later,  however,, 
they  returned.  They  had  decid¬ 
ed  the  pastor  was  correct,  and 
were  going  to  give  it  all  away. 
The\  wanted  his  advice  now  as 
to  what  charities  to  which  to 
give  the  money. 

The  pastor  "said,  "Now  vou 
can’t  give  it  away."  They  were 
shocked.  This  didn't  make  sense. 

The  pastor  said,  "Before,  you 
thought  the  money  was  yours  to 
do  with  as 'you  pleased.  Now' 
you  understand  it  is  not  yours,  it 
is  God's,  and  you  have  been 
entrusted  w'ith  it.  Now  you  must 
manage  it  for  God.  Instead  of 
making  several  one-time  gifts  to 
various  charities,  you  must  wise¬ 
ly  invest  it,  making  sure  that  this 
money  will  keep  on  giving  to 
God's  w'ork  for  years  to  come." 

We,  too,  are  challenged  to 
manage  our  possessions  for  the 
Kingdom. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

NOVEMBER  Mr  Sa7h 


1-30,  1998 
MEMORIALS 

Ophelia  Wallace 

Ms.  Amy  C.  Beard 

Mrs.  Estelle  Walters 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pierce 
Kay  (  hancellor  Warner 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ted  Skipper 
Mrs.  Nancy  Lee  Watson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Daughdnll 
Mr.  V.  O.  Wells 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Raiford  Strong 
Mrs.  Daisy  WeSthrook 
Mr  A  Mrs  I  jrry  S.  Benson 
Mrs.  Daisy  S.  Westbrook 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T.  Scarborough 
Mr.  Jimmy  Whittington 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mr  A  Mrs  W.  B  Badon 
Mrs.  Lula  Whitworth 
Mr  A  Mrs  Leonard  Fauver 
Mr.  Bill  W  igley 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Blakemorc 
Mr  A  Mrs  Raymond  L.  C'raig  Jr 
Mr  Mack  Wilbanks 
Mrs  J.  O.  Hollis 
Mr.  Wayne  C.  Williams.  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Eva  W  illiams 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Harold  W  ilson 

Mr.  A  Mrs  William  H  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Bill  Marlin 
Mary  Winslow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  T.  Bruton 
Lydia  Winstead 
Joy  SSC.  Van  Winkle  BC 
Johnny  Woodall 
Vis  Beatrice  J  Woodall 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Wooley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  C,.  T  Miller 


DECEMBER 
1-31,  1998 
HONORS 

Joy  SS  ( "lass.  EBt  '-(  olumhia 
Joy  SSC  Teacher.  FBC -Columbia 
Pastor  A  staff  of  EBt  -Louis*  ille 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  W  Stathum 
Personnel  Dept  Staff  of  the  (  entral 
MS  (  orrectional  Facility 
Mr.  Greg  Duncan 
Staff  at  Bayou  View  B( 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Charles  J  Brewer 
Mrs.  I.inda  Ackerman 
Dr.  A  Mrs  J.  M  Brock  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  T.  Ainsworth 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  F.  Ainsworlh 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Mrs.  Fli/abeth  Mderman 
Fidelis  SS  Class-FBC  Greenwood 


Mrs.  Sarah  Allen 

Elosie  Crossley  SS  Class-FBC 
Columbus 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Clayton  Anderson  A 
Family 

Vlr  A  Mrs  Harry  Poag 

Jim  A  Amy  Anthony 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Mrs.  Laverne  Applewhite 
Adult  4  Ladies  SSC.  FBC-Clinlt*n 
Vlr.  &  Mrs.  Hubert  Armstrong 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford  Merrill  Lynch 
Mr.  Michael  Armstrong 
Mr.  Saxon  W  Kirk 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  lairry  Ay  cock 
Dr  A  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  Angela  Bailey 
Laura  Leigh  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Bailey 
Miss  Christine  Hllis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  Baker 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Joe  Baker 
Mrs.  Celeste  L  Malatcsta 
Mrs.  Martha  Baker 
Mr  A  Mrs  David  Randle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fd  Harnett 
Cindy  II.  Shackle  ford -Mem  1 1  Lynch 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Barron 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
l)r.  Diane  K.  Beebe 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Benton 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
led  Bernstein 

Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E  Norvell 

Mr.  David  F.  Berry.  Jr. 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  I).  Bishop 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Skip  Blackburn 
Cindy  H.Shackleford-Merrill  Lynch 
Roger  A  Martha  Bland 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vliss  Arva  Blocker 
Dr  H  D  Posey 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Bonar 
Cindy  II  Shak  leford -Mem  II  Lynch 
Mrs.  Mildred  Boyd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Ms.  Dot  J.  Boyer 

Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 

Mr.  Paul  Branlon 

Ms  Mildred  B  Pope 

Dan  Brask 

Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 

Keith  Brekke 

Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 

Vlr.  Jim  II.  Brewer 

Cindy  II  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Arlke  B.  Bridges 
Cindy  H  ShiKklefonl -Merrill  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Briggs 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Brown 
('indy  H  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  VI.  J.  Bryant  A  Family 
Cindy  H  Shacklcfonl  Merrill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Rufh  Buck 
By  kola  SSC.  FBC  Biloxi 
Maude  Burney 

Maude  Burney  SSC.  (ialilee  BC- 
Gloster 


Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  C.  Burroughs 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 

Anthony  Bushy 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Sheffield 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  D.  (  amphell.  Jr 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dorothy  Canty 
Mrs.  Diane  Canty 
Barbara  A  Harrison  Cartwright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  Carver 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cloy  Causey 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Chambers 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford  Merrill  Lynch 
Michel  Champoux 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Dr.  Ada  Lou  Cherry 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  Paul  S.  (  hurchman 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Jean  Francois  Claremont 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Vim.  O.  V  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Vlr.  A  VIrs.  Wallace  Clark 
Mrs  Mildred  M  Boyd  - 
Vis.  I.anera  Clark 
Friendship  Class.  FBC  Flora 
David  A  Kerry  Cocke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Butch  A  Patricia  Cockrell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlrs.  Dorothy  B.  Cockrell 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mary  K.  Coffman 
Ms.  Martha  Putnam 
Vliss  Betsy  Cole 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  P  Cole  Jr 
Vlrs.  Mary  Cole 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC' -Stark v tile 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Jim  Coleman 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlr.  Joe  Collins.  Jr 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Neville  Conerly 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Patrick  N.  Conerly 
House  Gas  (  'ompany  CP 
Taylor's  Xir  Conditioning  A  Heating 
Vlrs.  E.  L.  Crain 
Ms.  Jessica  H.  Germany 
Mary  Jane  Crawford 
J«>>  SSC.  FBC -Stark ville 
Vl>.  Betty  Crowley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jesse  H.  Oswalt 
Dot  Curan 

Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Stark ville 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  C'urrey 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford  Memll  Lynch 

Vis.  Edna  Curry 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford -Merrill  Lynch 

David  Smith  Construction 
Taylor's  Air  Conditioning  A  Healing 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Roscoe  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  R  Smith 
Mrs.  Woodard  B.  Davis 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Andrew  Deutsch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Margaret  A  Clyde  Donnell 
Mr.  Rowe  Rhelt 
Vlr.  A  Vim.  Clyde  R.  Donnell 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Ruth  and  Margie  Douglas 
Mr  Chip  Oswalt 
Mm.  A  irginia  E.  Dram* 

Cindy  H.  Shack leford- Merrill  Lynch 
M/M  M.  Orvis  Driskell  A  Family 
('indy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vim.  Catherine  ( Duvall 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Grady  Eason 
Vlrs  Celeste  L  Malatcsta 
Vlr.  Earnest  Easterling 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vim.  Frank  O.  Edmonds 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Jerry  A  Elaine  Edwards 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  A  Baker 
Mrs.  (  arlotta  B.  Filand 
('indy  II  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Stanley  and  Ann  Fllis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jesse  H.  Oswalt 
Mrs.  Geneva  England 
Carlisle  SSC.  FBC-Grenadj 
F.mon  A  Mary  Evelyn  Estes* 

Mr.  Gordie  Whittington 
l>r.  A  Vim.  John  W.  Evans.  Jr. 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Nancy  Dickens  Kamil* 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jesse  H  Oswalt 
Vlr.  Jim  Faust 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
lh\  Diane  Ferguson 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vim.  Mary  Helen  Ferguson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Patrick  N  Conerly 
Ms.  Jackie  Fortenberry 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Vlr.  James  \.  Foy 
Vis.  Jenny  M  Foy 
Vlrs.  Joy  VI.  Foy 
Ms.  Jenny  M.  Foy 
Tom  A  Frances  Foy 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  VI rv  t  harlie  Fraley 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
Juan  A  Michael  Ma  Fu 
Mr  A  Vlrs  Merrill  E  Norvell 
Vlrs.  Max  Fullen 
Mrs  Celeste  L.  Malatcsta 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Stanley  Caines 
Cindy  H  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Oil  (  ompany  Gaines 
Tay  lor's  Air  Conditioning  &  Heating 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  George  W.  (.allasps 
Cindy  H  Shacklcford-Mcmll  I.Jncti 


Ms.  Mattie  Ruth  B  Casque!  A 
Family 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  Merrill  Lynch 
Vis.  Nancy  L.  ( .a* an 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Memll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Juanita  W.  (.inn 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
l)r.  A  Mm.  Jack  Gla/e 
Jack  Gla/e  SS  Class- FBC  Clinton 
Vim.  Nancy  Gomillion 
Ladies  III  SSC,  Trinity  BC-Cartha 
Mrs.  Ruth  Gordan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J  Tuggle 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Travis  Gray 
Ms.  Betty  N.  Griffith 
Vlike  A  Sherry e  Gregor* 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Paul  W.  Groebe 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Diane  Hall 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC  . Stark*  die 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Francis  F.  Hamilton 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Doug  A  Linda  Hankins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Vfrs.  Harold  S.  Hansen 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Charlene  Hardin 
Cindy  H  Shackle  lord- Mem  II  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Kenneth  Hard* 

Mrs.  Nita  W  Hodges 
Mr.  Henry  B.  Hardy 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Brian  Hargreaves 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E  Norvell 
Kell*  Harmon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Cecil  Harper 
Re*.  A  Mrs  J.  Ray  Grisset! 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill*  R.  Harris 
Cindy  H.  Shack  leford -Merrill  Lynch* 
-Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gray  W.  Harrison.  Jr. 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Bonnie  Hays 
Lyon  Baptist  Church 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Bill  Heaton 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 

Dave  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mrs.  Jane  Hendricks 
Carlisle  SSC.  FBC -Grenada 
Vis.  Lynn  Kroe/e  Herlihy 
Cindy  H.  Shack  leford- Mom  II  Lynch 
Larry  A  Mary  Jo  Herman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlrs.  Margaret  Hester 
Laura  Leigh  Van  Namen 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Fd  Hill 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  John  Hilson 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Martha  W.  Hogue  A  Family 
Cirtdy  H  Shack  leford -Mem  II  Lynch 
Mickey  A  Bahs  Holliman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Non  ell 
Skipper  A  Befh  Holliman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Nonell 
Vliss  Christine  Hollis 
Mrs  Arthur  C  Stringer 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  John  L  Holloway 
Mrs  A I  lent*  Holloway 
Vlr.  A  Mm.  Larry  Holloway 
Vlrs  Mildred  M  Boyd 
Vim.  Ablene  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Jackie  A  Sandra  Hooker 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Wilbur  Howie 
('indy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Scott  Howie 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Memll!:.  Norvell 

Vim.  Jodie  Huddleston 

l-aura  Leigh  Van  Namen 

Jan  Huigan 

Mr  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 

Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  David  Hunt 
Miss  Arlin  l  Ipchurch 
Patti  Hutcheson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 

Robert  Idol 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  F..  Norvell 

Mrs.  (  harles  Ingram 

Mrs  Celeste  L.  Malatcsta 
Vlrs.  Fdris  Ivy 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  J  Tuggle 

Joost  Jansen 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Nflrtdl 
Mrs.  Ann  Jarratt 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Slarkvillc 
Vlr.  A  Vim.  ('.  E.  Jan  is 
Mr  Howard  E  Poison 
l>r.  A  Vlrs.  Tom  JefTcoat 
Dr.  A  Mrs  J  VI  Brock  Jr 
Vlr.  Steve  Jeffreys 
Maison  Weiss  Family 
Vlr.  A  Mm.  Smith  Jenkins 
('indy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Mm.  Freida  Jenkins 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
.Joe  A  Karen  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Johnson 
Cindy  H.  Shack  left  ml -Mem  1 1  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Bess  Johnson 
Cindy  H  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Lucille  Johnson 
Mrs  Marx  II.  Wooten 
Ms.  Ann  Jolly 
Friendship  Class.  FBC  Flora 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Lowell  Jones.  Jr 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr  A  Mrt.  Boh  Jones 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mm.  Theresa  Jones 
Bvkola  SSC.  I  BC  Biloxi 
Ms.  Judy  Jones 
Vicksburg  Pallet  Company.  Inc 
Linda  Kadonofr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  F  Norvell 


Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Lloyd  Kay 
Cindy  H.  Shacklefi mi -Merrill  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Margaret  Keeton 
Truth  Seekers  Class.  FBC -Grenada 
Dr.  A  Mm.  F.arl  Kelly 
Cindy  H  Shackleford- Memll  Lynch 
Jimmy  A  Angie  Kenney 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  Bill  VI.  King 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  V  irginia  Lance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tony  B  Cates 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Leo  Landry.  Jr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  David  Landry 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Jimmy  Lane 
Cindy  H.  Shack  leford -Merrill  Lynch 
Sieve  A  Elaine  Laney 
Vlr.  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mrs.  Margie  Lang 
Bykola  SSC.  FBC  Biloxi 
Mrs.  Jane  Spivey  Lawler  A  Kami 
Cindv  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Lawrence 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford -Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  A.  F.  Light 
Rudy  A  Gwen  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Dr.  A  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  James  Lipscomb 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Men  ill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Pat  Little 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Stark  ville 
Herschel  A  VI ary  Lockhart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  (Mis  F.  Lowery.  Sr. 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Ly  nch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ricky  Lowery 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford -Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Martha  N.  Mabry  A  Family 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Byron  Malone 
Dr.  A  Mrs  J  VI  Brock  Jr 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Allen  Mapp  A  Family 
Vlr.  A  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
Vlike  A  Georgia  Marlin 
Mr  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlrs.  Vista  VI.  Martin 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Jack  A  Jessica  Vlatson 
Ruth  A  Margaret  Douglas 
Jack  and  Jessica  Matson 
Mr  Chip  Oswalt 
Vlr.  Dave  Matson 
Vlr  Chip  Oswalt 
Mr.  Sam  Vlatson 
Mr.  ('hip  Oswalt 
Danny  A  Amy  McClellan 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Ntirvell 
Vlrs.  Virginia  McFatter 
First  Baptist  Church 
JefT  A  Leigh  McGregor 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Terry  McMillin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  S.  R.  Evans  Jr. 

Dr.  Robert  Vic  Murray 
Vlrs  Nita  M.  Hodges 
Greg  A  Connie  Merrill 
The  Larry  W.  Edmonds  Pamily 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  Vlelhvin 
Cindy  II.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Meyer 
Dr  A  Mrs  J.  VI  Brock  Jr 
Dr.  Billy  Mink 
Dr  A  Mis  Randy  H  Russell 
Vlrs.  Kenny  Vlisso  A  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ham  Poag 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  C.  VI.  Mitchell 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
John  A  Nancy  Moody 
Mr  A  Vlrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Vlark  Moore 
Dr  A  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  W.  R  Moore 
Mrs  Nannie  M.  Hudson 
Vlr.  Albert  I).  Moore 
•  ('indy  II  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Tom  Muir 

Kir.  A  Mrs  Memll  E  Norvell 
Vliss  Avis  Mullins 
Ms  Julia  Mullins 
Vlr.  Terry  Murrell 
Cindy  H.  Shackle  lord- Merrill  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Steve  Nabers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  Jim  Nash 
Dr  A  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlrs.  Anne  M.  Neely 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Edith  Nunnelee 
Carlisle  SSC.  FBC -Grenada 
David  A  Paulette  O'Dell 
Cindy  H.  Shackle  font -Mem  1 1  Lynch 
Bert  Jan  Ousting 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Jesse  and  Ruth  Ann  Oswalt 
Mr  Chip  Oswalt 
Marcus  and  Peggy  Oswalt 
Vlr  Chip  Oswalt 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Marcus  E.  Oswalt 
Ruth  A  Margaret  Douglas 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  John  Owens 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  J.  Ray  Gmvcfl 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  (  had  Oxner 
Cindy  H  Shackle  lord  -Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Terry  S.  O/ier 
Cindv  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  (  harles  O/ier 
Cindy  H  Shackleford  Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  Jell  Nickels  A  Vis.  Am?  Packard 
Vfr  Chip  Oswalt 
Louise  A  William  Painter 
Mr  Rowe  Rhelt 
Vlrs.  Mary  Ruth  Parker 
l>r  A  Mrs  I  M.  Brock  Jr 
Paul  and  (  haroiette  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  L.  Lovelace 


Vlr.  James  Wallace  Parnell 

Mr.-A  Mrs  Donald  A.  Baker 
Vlr.  Thomas  Parnell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  A  Baker 
Rev.  A  Vlrs.  Allen  B.  Parnell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  A  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  F.  Partin 
Cindy  H.  Shacklelord  Merrill  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Anne  S.  Paup  A  Family 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  Pepper 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Marion  Perkins 
Cindy  H  Shackleford- Mem  1 1  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Arland  Phillips 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Jack  Phipps 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  R.  W.  Pierce 
Mrs.  Nannie  M  Hudson 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Fred  Poindexter 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mike  A  Rhonda  Pole* 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E  Norvell 
Hank,  Sally,  Clay  A  Marshal  Poison 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  E.  Jarv  in 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mr  A  Vlrv  James  E.  Clark 
Randy  A  Laura  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
(  buck  A  Tracy  Pourciau 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  N  Herrington 
Vlrs.  Prassel 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
l>r.  A  Vlrs.  Gene  Price 
Dr  A  Mrs.  J.  M  Brock  Jr. 

Vlrs.  Dorothy  S.  Prism. k 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Proctor 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  A  Baker 
VI  VI  James  Pyron.  Sr.  A  Family 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Nick  Radford 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pete  Randle 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  A.  Baker 
Collin*  Construction  Ray 
Taylor  s  Air  Conditioning  A  Heating 
Mrs.  Martha  P.  Rea 
Cindy  H  Shackleford- Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Polly  Reese 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledgc 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  F>nest  Reeves 
Cindy  FL  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Larry  A  Lucy  Reeves 
Mr  A  Vlrs.  D  D  Reeves 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  (  harlc  Renfrow  A  Fa 
Vlr  A  Min.  Harry  Poag 
Rev.  Johnny  Walker  and  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs  M.  E.  Davis 
Rev.  T.  R.  Darsey  A  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs  M  E  Daves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merlin  Richardson 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrv  Lester  Robertson 
Mrs.  Mildred  M  Boyd 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Philip  Rogers 
Vlr  A  Vlrs.  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Mrs.  Mary  Rogers 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Reggie  A  Delores  Rose 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  E  Norvell 
Vliss  Pauline  Rowe 
Carlisle  SSC.  FBC -Grenada 
Greg  A  Jessica  Roy 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlrs.  Sara  Ruffin 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Henry  Salonus 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Henry  J.  Sanders 
Dr  A  Mrs.  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlv  Lynn  Reed  Nando 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  H.  C.  Scot! 

M>  Chery  l  Gamhil! 

Vlr.  A  Vlrv  William  Scott 
Cindv  H.  Shacklelord- Mem II  Lynch 
Edgar  Serrano 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Dr.  Miriam  Shatley 
Mrs  Nita  M.  Hodges 
Cody  A  Stephanie  Sheffield 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  E  Sheffield 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Don  Sherwood 
Rev  A  Mrs.  J.  Ray  Gnssett 
.Inn  Shimizu 

Mr  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 

Vlr.  Don  Short 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 

Vlrs.  Ruhye  W.  Sigresl 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  F.  Neely  Jr. 

Ted  and  Nancy  Skipper 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  L.  Prince 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  George  Slade.  Sr. 

Cindy  H  Shacklelord-V1cmll  Lynch 
Katie  Nell  Smith 
Adult  l  adies  SSC  H.  Ml  Moriah 
Brook  haven 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Bill  Smith 
('indy  II  Shacklelord- Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  F.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr  A  Vlrs  N  Lav  a  lie  Massey 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Kendall  Smith 
Dr  A  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Vlr.  A  Vlrv  Stanley  (J.  Smith 
Cindy  H  Shackleford  Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Janie  Smith 
Vlr.  A  Mrs  G.  M.  Sansing 
l.ona  Southerland 
Ms  Ann  Southerland 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Randy  Spuk 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Vlr*.  Keith  Spell  A  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
staff  at  First  Baptist  (  hurch 
First  Baptist  Church 
Staff  First  Baptist.  Winona 
Vlr  A  Mrs  M  E  Daves 


Vlrv  Edna  Statham 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  W  Statham 
Vlr.  A' Mrs.  Wayne  Stewart  A  Fam 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Ed  Sudduth 
Dr  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr. 

Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Ken  S/ilasi 
Maison  Weiss  Family 
Vlr.  Kick  l  av  lor 
Mr*.  Pat  Noble 
Mickey  A  James  Thompson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrv  William  Thompson 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Donnice  Thornhill 
Joy  SSC.  FBC -Columbia 
Vis.  Christie  Thrasher 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Mike  Tilley 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrv  Henry  Tirey 
('indy  H.  Shack  leford -Mem  1 1  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Ron  Tisdale 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Yirgie  Parnell  Towles 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Donald  A  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  lownsend 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  F.dwar  Treadway  A 
Family 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 

Vlrs.  Jean  Triplett 

Adult  4  Ladies  SSC.  FBC -Clinton 
Marilyn  Irottier 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Sergio  Vara 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Turner  Yarcoe 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Vise  A  Family 
('indy  H.  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Norman  Waldon 
Cindy  H.  Shackkdord-Memll  Lynch 
Ken  A  Robin  Waldrip 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E  NorvelF 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Walker  A  Family 
Cindv  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
(  harlie  A  Judy  Waller 
Mr  A  Mrs  Merrill  E.  Norvell 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  Vic  Walsh 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Jeanne  W alters 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 

Natalie  Watson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Grant 

Mr.  Rill  Watts.  Jr. 

Cindy  H.  Shacklelord- Memll  Lyn 

Vlrs.  Jean  Watts 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lync.i 

Vis.  Lucy  Watts 

Fidelia  SS  Class-FBC'  Greenwood 

Mrs.  Bernard  Weiss 
Maison  Weis*  Family  r 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Welbuni  ii 

Messengers  SSC.  Mam  St  BC- Hattie 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Bill  West 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Richard  West 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Tim  West 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Vic  West 
Cindv  H.  Shackk  ford -Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Lamar  Whinerv 
Dr  H  D  Posey 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  James  F'.  White 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Patricia  W  biting 
Laura  Leigh  Van  Namen 
Vfr*.  Indy  Whitten 
Adult  4  Ladies  SSC.  FBC -Clinton 
Vlr.  Aven  Whittington 
Mrs  Shirley  Clark 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Joe  Wiggs 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Macie  A  FJton  W  illiams 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  E.  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Charles  Williams 
Cindy  H  Shacklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Vlrs.  Amil  Jane  W  ilson 
Ladies  III  SSC'.  Trinity  BC-Cartha 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  lanii*  J.  Wise 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
l^irry  A  Marilyn  Witcher 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  E.  Ntirvell 
Vlrs.  Mildred  Witt 
Vlrs  Ruby  (».  Hollingsworth 
Vlr.  A  Vlrv  Jerry  Woods 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Memll  Lynch 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Boh  W  right 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Boh  A  l  eatha  Young 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Vlemll  E.  Norvell 
Mrs.  Georgia  Ziegler 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Memll  Lvnch 
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W  illiam  F.  Abel,  Sr. 

Vlrs.  Lois  A.  Saunders 
Mr.  Walter.  Jr.  \bel 
Mr  A  Mrs  M.  E.  Davis 
Paul  Everett  “Hobo”  \ldy 
Mrs.  Ruth  Bolen 
Mrs.  “Short"  Alexander 
Mr  A  Vlrs  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  Jason  Alford 
Mr  A  Mrs  Fred  L  Gaddis 
Douglas  Allhritton 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  ().  Little 
Dawn  E.  Allen 
Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 


Library's  Internet  restrictions  struck  down 
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ALEXANDRIA,  Va.  (BP)  —  In  an  early 
court  battle  over  restrictions  of  Internet  use 
in  public  libraries,  a  federal  judge  has  struck 
down  a  Virginia  county's  policy  for  filtering 
sexually  explicit  materials  from  computer 
terminals  used  by  the  general  public. 

The  federal  judge,  Leonie  M!  Brinkema  of 
Alexandria,  Va.,  herself  a  former  librarian, 
made  the  ruling  —  without  a  trial  —  in  a  case 
filed  by  People  for  the  American  Way  and 
later  joined  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union.  According  to  Brinkema 's  Nov.  23  rul¬ 
ing,  blocking  the  Internet  "offends  the 
guarantee  of  free  speech  in 
the  First  Amendment." 

An  American  Library 
Association 
official,  direc¬ 
tor  of  intellectual 
freedom  Judith 
Krug,  was 
among  those  fil¬ 
ing  court  statements 
in  behalf  of  the  suit. 

The  ruling 

applies  only  to 
Leesburg,  Va.,  and 
surrounding 
Loudoun  County 
and  the  eastern- 
Virginia  federal  district 
where  Brinkema  is  a  judge, 
but  it  nevertheless  has  sparked 
national  interest  and,  according  to  one 
county  library  director  in  Ohio  hit  by  con¬ 
troversy  over  Internet  access,  "gives  us  a 
good  referral  point."  The  county  has  not 
yet  decided  whether  to  appeal  the  ruling. 

Assessing  the  Internet  issue  in  public 
libraries,  The  New  York  Times  wrote  Nov.  25, 
"because  public  libraries  provide  free  access 
to  the  Internet  to  those  who  may  not  have 
any  other  means  of  using  it,  they  have  been 
seen  as  a  crucial  site  of  the  struggle  over  how 
the  medium  will  be  regulated.  In  the  absence 
of  any  precedent,  librarians  and  patrons 


have  cobbled  together  various  compromises 
in  an  effort  to  strike  a  balance  between  pro¬ 
viding  access  to  the  vast  array  of  information 
on  the  Internet  and  protecting  children  from 
portions  of  it  that  may  be  harmful." 

Brinkema's  ruling  was  met  with  dismay 
by  pro-family  groups.  "With  the  stroke  of  a 
pen,  she  has  declared  a  new  constitutional 
right  to  taxpayer-supported  pornography, 
even  to  children,"  said  Robert  H.  Knight, 
director  of  cultural  studies  with  the  Family 
Research  Council  in  Washington. 

Knight,  in  a  Nov.  24  statement,  argued 
"there  is  no  'right'  to  force  libraries  to  accom¬ 
modate  any  and  all  materials.  If  there  were, 
the  shelves  would  be  full  of  hard-core  maga¬ 
zines  and  videos.  Libraries  have  always  had 
the  right  to  select  materials,  but  the  ACLU 
and  its  allies  are  intent  on  taking  that  away." 

Knight  also  noted,  "By  striking  down 
reasonable  limits  on  Internet  access  at 
Loudoun  County's  libraries.  Judge 
Brinkema  has  essentially  opened  up 
library  users  and  staff  to  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  via  pornography.  If  children  are 
exposed,  apparently  that,  too,  is  just  too 
bad.  If  Judge  Brinkema  thinks  that  protect¬ 
ing  children  from  hard-core  pom  is  not  a 
'compelling  government  interest,'  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  what  could  be." 

Brinkema's  ruling  "shows  that  some  lib¬ 
eral  federal  judges  will  jettison  reason,  logic, 
common  sense  and  morality  in  order  to 
destroy  even  minimal  standards  of  decency 
in  local  communities,"  Knight  said. 

According  to  a  1998  survey  by  the 
American  Library  Association's  office  for 
information  technology  policy,  1,679  public 
libraries,  or  14.6  percent  or  the  nation's, 
public  libraries,  use  Internet  filtering  pro- 

f;rams  on  some  or  all  of  their  puolic 
ntemet  computer  terminals,  according  to 
a  pro-filtering  organization.  Filtering  Facts. 

The  organization  maintains  an  Internet 
site  on  filtering  issues  at  www.filtering- 
facts.org. 


In  several  reports.  Judge  Brinkema  was 
noted  as  stating  there  are  only  "isolated 
incidents"  in  which  pom  surfers  had 
posed  problems  in  local  libraries,  but 
Filtering  Facts  founder  David  Burt,  of 
Lake  Oswego,  Ore.,  said  he  has  detailed 
more  than  100  such  incidents  but  was  pre-. 
vented  from  presenting  his  evidence 
because  the  judge  made  ner  ruling  with¬ 
out  holding  a  trial. 

Dick  Black,  who  authored  the 
Loudoun  County  Internet  policy  when  he 
was  a  library  board  member,  explained 
the  policy  is  more  related  to  Title  VII  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Act,  which  deals  with 
hostile  work  environments,  than  the  First 
Amendment. 

The  county  policy  states  pornographic 
material  displayed  on  library  Internet  ter¬ 
minals  "would  transform  the  library  envi¬ 
ronment  from  one  of  reading  and  scholar¬ 
ship  to  one  which  invites  unwelcome  sexu¬ 
al  advances  and  sexual  harassment." 

Black,  currently  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Delegates,  told  Focus  on 
the  Family's  Citizen  Issues  Alert  Dec.  2  that 
federal  cases  have  demonstrated  that  a 
Playboy  calendar  in  a  workplace  cubicle 
can  create  a  hostile  work  environment. 

Citizen  Issues  Alert,  meanwhile,  quoted 
ACLU  senior  staff  attorney  Chris  Hansen 
as  stating,  "Any  library  opposing  any 
material  on  the  Internet  will  nave  to  think 
very  hard  whether  this  is  acceptable  in 
light  of  [Brinkema's]  opinion." 

However,  The  New  York  Times  report¬ 
ed,  an  Orlando  library  official  stated  the 
Loudoun  County  decision  will  not  prompt 
the  removal  of  tneir  Internet  filters. 

"We  have  exercised  our  role  as  librari¬ 
ans  to  choose  the  material  for  our  selec¬ 
tion,"  Dorothy  Field,  director  of  the 
Orange  County  library  system,  told  The 
Times. 

"What  happens  in  Loudoun  County  is 
not  going  to  change  anything  here." 


Internet  training  provides  entree  to  new  families 


CLEWISTON,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
First  Church  of  Clewiston,  Fla., 
is  reaching  people  through  the 
Internet,  but  not  the  way  you 
might  imagine. 

People  are  coming  to  church 
to  learn  how  to  reap  the  bene¬ 
fits  —  while  avoiding  the  dan¬ 
gers  —  of  the  Internet.  More 
importantly,  many  who  attend 
the  eight-week  "Internet  for 
Families  Seminar"  are 
unchurched  and  are  introduced 
to  the  gospel  and  the  church's 
ministry. 

The  seminar  uses  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  teaching  lectures,  class 
discussion,  PowerPoint  presen¬ 
tations,  on-line  demonstrations, 
and  take-home  activities. 
Besides  teaching  e-mail,  brows¬ 
ing,  searching,  downloading 
and  updating,  Internet  for 
Families  offers  help  in  protect¬ 
ing  oneself  and  one's  family 
from  the  dangers  of  the  Internet. 

Ken  Reaves,  the  church's 
pastor,  wrote  the  materials  and 
teaches  the  seminar.  It  was 
Reaves'  associate,  Terry  Willett, 
who  came  up  with  the  idea. 
"Our  pastor  is  known  as  a  com¬ 
puter  guru.  He  has  the  unique 
mix  of  knowing  ministry  well 
and  knowing  computers  well.  I 
kept  bugging  him  to  teach  a 
class  on  tne  Internet  during  our 
Discipleship  Training  time." 


Reluctantly,  Reaves  agreed 
and  the  churcn  placed  a  small  ad 
in  the  local  weekly  paper.  The 
day  after  the  ad  appeared,  22 
people  called  the  church  office  to 
sign  up  for  the  seminar.  By  the 
morning  of  the  first  session  in 
January  1997,  44  had  signed  up. 
Sixty-four  showed  up  for  the  first 
session.  By  week  two,  enrollment 
had  reached  101,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  76. 

The  seminar  helped  open 
the  church's  ministry  to  the 
community.  Unchurcned  par¬ 
ents  brought  their  children  to 
the  church's  music  and 
Discipleship  Training  classes. 
One  couple  learned  the  youth 
were  studying  True  Love  Waits 
materials  on  teen  sexual  absti¬ 
nence  at  the  same  time  and 
brought  their  teenagers  the 
next  Wednesday.  Some  came 
early  and  visited  the 
Wednesday  night  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  while  others  visited  on 
Sunday.  Still  others  have  e- 
mailed  Reaves,  asking  for 
prayer  for  themselves  or  for  a 
friend.  One  family  asked  ques¬ 
tions  about  what  it  means  to 
become  a  Christian  and  join  the 
church.  Others  expressed  inter¬ 
est  in  Sunday  School,  the 
women's  ministry.  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  the  ongoing 
ministry  to  youth  and  children. 


Seminar  participants  includ¬ 
ed  parents  with  young  children 
as  well  as  senior  adults.  More 
than  half  were  not  members  of 
the  church.  Most  in  the  seminar 
had  owned  a  computer  less 
than  a  year,  and  over  half  for 
fewer  than  six  months. 

"The  response  far  exceeded 
anything  any  of  us  expected," 
Reaves  said,  "especially  for  a 
town  of  less  than  10,000." 
Because  of  its  success,  the 
church  started  a  second  seminar 
in  April.  This  fall,  they  offered 
an  Internet  for  Kids  class. 

"The  tremendous  response 
we've  had  to  the  seminar 
caught  me  off  guard,"  Reaves 
said.  "We've  followed  up  on 
those  who  attended  the  first 
two  seminars,  and  this  fall  we 
were  better  prepared  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  those  who  attend. 

"One  of  the  reasons  Internet 
for  Families  is  for  adults  is 
because  we  spend  a  whole  ses¬ 
sion  talking  very  candidly 
about  the  dangers  that  the 
Internet  poses  to  families," 
Reaves  said.  "We  show  them 
how  to  protect  themselves  and 
their  families."  Another  session 
is  devoted  to  protecting  per¬ 
sonal  privacy  and  protecting 
equipment  from  viruses. 

Tne  Gospel  is  also  included 
in  the  seminar.  In  the  next-to- 


last  session.  Reaves  demon¬ 
strates  how  to  use  all  the  skills 
learned  in  the  seminar  by 
doing  an  on-line  Bible  study. 
The  Bible  study  is  on  Romans 
5:8.  By  the  end  of  that  hour, 
everyone  in  the  room  has  heard 
the  gospel  in  a  non-threatening 
way.  "We  haven't  had  a  single 
objection  to  what  we've  done." 

Others  have  heard  about  the 
seminar  and  are  interested  in 
hosting  seminars  in  their 
churches.  He  already  has  several 
churches  ready  to  pilot  the  mate¬ 
rials.  He  also  was  scheduled  to 
lead  instructional  sessions  in  a 
number  of  associational  and 
regional  events  tfiis  fall. 

Internet  for  Families 
Seminar  has  provided  First 
Church  with  another  entry 
point  into  the  church.  "People 
who  wouldn't  normally  cqme 
near  a  church  are  coming," 
Willett  said.  "Several  now  see 
our  church  as  relevant,  one 
which  makes  a  difference  in 
their  everyday  lives.  Not  only 
are  Christians  learning  how  to 
use  their  computers,  but  many 
non-Christians  are  getting 
exposed  to  the  churcn  ana 
Christ.  It's  very  exciting." 

'  Reprinted  from  SBC  LIFE,  jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Executive  Committee. 
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